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CONSTITUTION 


QE  TSE 


ARTICLE  I.— Name. 

This  organization  shall  he  called  the  Sabbath  School  Association  of  Cum¬ 
berland  county,  Pa.,  and  shall  be  composed  of  two  delegates  from  each  Sab¬ 
bath  School  in  the  County. 

ARTICLE  II. — Object. 

Its  object  shall  be  to  increase  the  knowledge,  usefulness  and  zeal  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath  School  workers  in  the  county ;  and  for  this  purpose  to  secure,  as  far  as 
practicable,  the  formation  of  District  Associations  in  the  county,  auxiliary  to 
and  co-operative  with  this  Association. 

ARTICLE  III. — Officers. 


Sect.  1.  The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  consist  of  a  President,  one 
Vice  President  from  every  borough  and  township  in  the  county,  one  Record¬ 
ing  Secretary,  one  Statistical  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  an  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  of  nine,  five  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business. 

Sect.  2.  All  Officers,  except  the  Executive  Committee,  shall  be  elected  an¬ 
nually. 

Sect.  3.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  and 
shall  be  selected  in  reference  to  locality,  as  far  as  possible,  to  represent  all  parts 
of  the  county. 


ARTICLE  IV. — Duty  of  Officers. 

Sect.  I.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Association,  and 
shall  perform  all  the  duties  incident  to  his  office,  and  in  his  absence  one  of  the 
Vice  Presidents  shall  take  the  chair. 

Sect.  2.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  a  correct  record  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  all  the  meetings  of  the  Association,  collect  and  classify  the  statis¬ 
tics  of  the  Sabbath  Schools  of  the  county,  and  report  these,  with  other  items  of 
interest  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association;  also  furnish  the  State  Secreta¬ 
ry  with  a  report  of  the  county  Sabbath  School  work,  including  District  Asso¬ 
ciations. 

Sect.  3.  The  Statistical  Secretary  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee,  be  the  organ  of  the  Association  in  its  conferences  with  District 
Associations.  He  shall  prepare  blanks  for  the  reports  to  be  made  by  the  dif¬ 
ferent  schools  in  the  county  to  the  Recording  Secretary.  lie  shall  keep  cop¬ 
ies  of  all  letters  written  by  him,  and  files  of  those  received  by  him  relating  to 
the  affairs  of  the  Association  and  do  such  other  work  incident  to  his  office.  (In 
1875  amended  as  to  give  the  Statistical  Secretary  power  to  gather  and  report 
statistics.) 


Sect.  4.  The  Treasurer  shall  account  for  all  monies  he  may  receive  and 
shall  pay  out  the  same  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee  by  an 
order  to  be  signed  by  the  Recording  Secretary. 

Sect.  5.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  fill  all  vacancies  in  office  occurring 
during  the  year,  and  shall  decide  upon  the  statistics  to  be  reported  to  the  State 
Secretary,  and  prepare  a  programme  of  business  for  County  Convention,  and 
make  all  necessary  arrangements  in  reference  to  time  and  place  of  holding  the 
Annual  Convention,  procure  speakers  for  the  same  and  endeavor  to  carry  out 
the  object  of  the  Association. 

Sect.  G.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the 
members  present  at  any  annual  meeting. 


ARTICLE  V. — (Amendment.) 

The  duties  of  the  Vice  Presidents  shall  be  to  visit  the  Sabbath  Schools  in 
their  respective  boroughs  and  townships,  assist  the  Sabbath  School  Missionary 
in  his  work,  and  the  officers  of  the  Association  in  furthering  the  cause ;  and  at 
the  Annual  Convention  report  the  general  condition  of  the  work  in  their  sev¬ 
eral  districts. 


Proceedings  of  the  Seventh  Annual  Convention. 


The  Seventh  Annual  Convention  of  the  Cumberland  County  Sabbath  School 
Association  convened  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  Wed¬ 
nesday  evening,  May  21,  1879,  at  7.30  o’elock. 

OPENING  EXERCISES. 

J.  P.  Wilbar,  West  Fairview,  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  called 
the  Convention  to  order,  and  read  the  24th  Psalm.  After  which  the  Conven¬ 
tion  sang  tne  old  familiar  hymn : 

“All  H-ail  the  Power  of  Jesus  Name,’' 

Prof.  J.  H.  Leslie,  Altoona,  the  musical  director  of  the  Convention,  with  a 
selected  choir  from  the  different  churches,  leading.  Mrs.  C.  B.  Niesley,  or¬ 
ganist.  Prayer  was  then  offered  by  Rev.  P.  F.  Eyer,  Pastor  of  the  Methodist 
church. 

ADDRESS  OF  AVELCOME. 

Rev.  W.  R.  II.  Deatrich,  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  Reformed  Church,  delivered 
an  able  address  of  greeting  and  extended  a  thrice  hearty  welcome  to  the  Con¬ 
vention  : 

Mr.  Piesident  and  Members  of  “ The  Cumberland  County  Sabbath  School  Associa¬ 
tion,”  and  Friends  of  the  good  and  noble  cause: — The  very  pleasant  duty  has  been 
assigned  to  me  or  extending  unto  you  the  Christian  Greetings  of  our  citizens  and 
of  bidding  you  a  most  cordial  welcome  among  us. 

In  bidding  you  thrice  reel  come  as  an  earnest  and  respected  body  of  Christian 
workers,  1  am  but  the  chosen  instrument  to  give  expression  to  the  universal  and 
undivided  sentiment  of  the  Christian  homes  and  the  Christian  hearts  of  ourtovvn 
and  vicinage.  On  us  will  rest  the  burden  of  thank-giving  and  not  on  you,  be- 
eause  we  shall  be  the  favored  and  happy  recipients  of  social,  moral  and  religious 
advantages  brought  to  our*  homes  by  your  Association  convening  in  our  midst, 
our  community,  our  Sunday  Schools,  our  churches,  our  families  and  ourselves 
will  be  blessed,  no  doubt,  by  being  brought  into  intimate,  personal  contact  with 
you  and  your  official  deliberations.  We  have  looked  forward  to  this  meeting  of 
your  Convention  with  an  ever  increasing  degree  of  interest,  and  now  that  we 
stand  on  the  threshold  of  its  session  our  cup  of  joy  is  full.  As  Christians  we  may 
differ  in  name,  in  forms  of  Church  Government  and  worship,  in  Christian  prac¬ 
tice  and  in  Dogmatical  Theology,  but  in  the  Life  and  Liberty  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  we  are  one  and  undivided — as  workers  together  in  the  “Nursery  of  Christ’s 
Kingdom.”  We  are  one:  — 

“Our  fears,  our  hopes,  our  aims  are  one, 

Our  comforts  and  our  cares.” 

We  take  you  by  the  hand  as  brethren  and  we  do  not  only  bid  you  welcome  to  our 
most  generous  hospitality  while  you  sojourn  among  us,  but  we  extend  unto  you 
in  this  public  manner  our  heart-felt  sympathy  in  the  Master’s  service;  and  be¬ 
fore  the  Throne  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  we  pour  our  ardent  prayers  for  your 
eminent  success,  because  your  success  in  the  Lord’s  vineyard  is  our  success — it 
gives  a  fresh  impetus  and  a  potent  help  to  the  promotion  of  a  Christian  heraldry 
which  had  its  beginning  far  back  in  the  ages  before  the  “Morning  Stars  sang  to¬ 
gether,”  and  which  only  began  to  unfold  outwardly  and  historically  “in  the  ful¬ 
ness  of  time,”  when  Jesus  Christ  left  the  glory  which  He  had  with  the  Father 
.  before,  the  “  World  was,”  and  descending  unto  the  bosom  of  our  fallen  human 
life  He  took  up  into  unity  with  His  Godhead  our  Manhood,  thus  uniting  the  Di- 
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vine  and  the  Unman  in  order  that  He  might  raise  our  sinful  nature  out  of  the  vor¬ 
tex  of  ruin  and  thus  bring  Salvation  to  a  perishing  race. 

In  teaching  Bible-truths  to  others  let  us  always  bear  in  mind  that  we  are  teach¬ 
ing  the  acts  and  facts  of  man's  salvation,  as  these  are  brought  into  view  by  the  re¬ 
demptive  work  of  Christ.  From  the  sacred  summit  of  Calvarj ’s  mount  a  flood  of 
golden  light  burst  forth  upon  a  world,  enshrouded  in  the  deepest  moral  and  spir¬ 
itual  darkness — ’twas  the  noon-day  light  of  man’s  disenlhrallment  from  sin  and 
misery.  The  brilliant  light  radiating  from  that  glorious  Orb.  risen  to  go  down 
no  more,  has  given  to  Christianity  its  moral  and  civilizing  forces  so  that  super¬ 
stition,  under  Its  multitudinous  forms  fled  before  it  and  the  Church  of  the  liv¬ 
ing  God  arose  on  the  ruin  of  the  heathen  altar.  It  has  been  said  :  “Westward  the 
course  of  Empire  takes  its  way,”  and  it  may  be  said  with  equal  truthful  ness  that 
in  following  the  course  of  the  Sun,  from  East  to  West,  Christianity  takes  the  same 
course — that  in  its  grand  triumphal  march  the  automatons  of  Pagan  Idolatry 
fell  crumbling  to  the  earth,  and  the  false  deities  of  heathenism  perished  on 
Olympus.  That  benign  system,  which  in  its  own  silent  and  eloquent  way  effec¬ 
ted  this  great  work  is  contained  within  the  lids  of  the  Bible — “God’s  book  to 
man,”  which  has  not  been  engulfed  in  the  eddying  whirlpools  of  the  past,  al¬ 
though  it  has  been  borne  down  on  the  stream  of  Time  to  us  from  the  “World’s 
Young  Centuries.”  Like  the  Rainbow,  which  is  hung  out  in  the  Heavens,  the 
Bible  was  sent  as  a  token  that  God  would  be  mindful  of  His  own  dear  children. 
What  an  excellent  mission  God  has  called  the  Sunday  School  Teacher  to,  viz:  to 
instruct  men  how  to  live,  and,  when  done  living  how  to  die.  The  light  which 
comes  streaming  from  the  Bible  not  only  lights  up  the  chamber  of  the  dying 
Christian  with  a  halo  of  glory,  but  it  Illumines  bis  pathway  through  the  dark 
vale  of  death  up  the  “golden  stairs,”  to  the  mansions  of  glory.  No  pencil  of  the 
artist  can  paint,  no  pen  of  the  writer,  however  gifted,  can  trace  the  silent,  yet 
all  powerful  influence  which  the  Bible  is  exerting  in  the  shaping  and  formation 
of  human  character.  That  was  an  elegant  and  impressive  answer  which  Queen 
Victoria  gave  to  an  African  Prince  who  sent  an  embassage  with  costly  presents 
and  asked  her  in  return  to  tell  him  the  secret  of  England’s  glory.  The  beloved 
Queen  sent  him — not  the  number  of  her  fleet — not  the  number  of  her  drilled 
squadrons,  armored  in  bristling  bayonets — not  the  account  of  her  boundless  mer¬ 
chandize — not  the  details  of  her  inexhaustible  wealth.  She  did  not,  like  Heze- 
kiah,  in  an  evil  and  unguarded  hour,  show  the  Ambassador  her  diamonds,  her 
costly  jewels  and  her  unique  ornaments,  but,  handing  him  a  handsomely  bound 
copy  of  the  Bible,  she  said  :  “Tell  the  Prince  that  this  is  the  secret  of  England’s 
greatness  and  glory.”  Sunday  School  Teachers  of  Cumberland  county,  ar  open 
ih'&Zeisthe  Magna  Charta  of  a  Nation’s  greatness  and  glory,  and  when  the  lovely 
Queen  of  England  uttered  those  beautiful  words  of  thrilling  import,  she  inscribed 
upon  the  page  of  history  a  sentiment  which  must  receive  a  hearty  response  in 
Christian  hearts  and  Christian  homes  in  every  age  and  in  every  country  of  the 
earth’s  wide  domain.  Our  own  National  greatness  and  glorv  may  be  traced 
to  this  same  exalted  source.  The  act  of  the  U.  S.  Congress  in  1777,  providing  for 
the  importation  of  Bibles,  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  starting  point  of  a  glory 
and  a  destiny,  which  have  been  unsurpassed  in  the  history  of  Nations.  The  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  Bible  on  the  hearts  and  lives  of  individual  men  more  fully  unfolds 
the  transforming  and  moulding  power  of  its  heaven-born  truths.  These  seed- 
thoughts  of  truth,  scattered  by  the  faithful  Teacher,  may  show  no  signs  of  pres¬ 
ent  growth,  but  they  will  lodge  and  in  many  instances  spring  up  in  after  years. 
Tteep  and  abiding  are  the  first  impressions  on  the  youthful  mind.  When  we  look 
back  through  the  dim  vista  of  the  davs  gone  by,  although  our  whole  life  stands 
forth  to  us  as  one  short  fitful  night’s  dream,  we  find  written  on  memory’s  tablet 
in  clear  and  well  marked  characters,  thoughts  and  feelings  which  in  early  years 
were  of  momentous  interest  to  us.  These  can  never  be  wiped  out.  The  full- 
grown  man  may  engage  in  active,  unremitting  toil — be  may  roam  through  distant 
lands  and  sojourn  in  foreign  chimes,  occupying  every  moment  of  time  with  bu¬ 
siness  or  with  pleasure;  but  there  will  be  moments  when  the  early  impressions 
of  his  childhood  will  rise  up  distinctly  before  his  mental  vision  and  demand  of 
him  a  reflection — they  will  thrust  themselves  forward  upon  his  attention,  forc¬ 
ing,  it  may  be  their  way  through  the  accumulated  thoughts  of  an  earnest  and 
busy  life.  No  one  can  forget  early  impressions,  and  no  one  would  if  he  could. 
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because,  like  early  loves,  they  are  so  many  golden  links  binding  us  to  the  halcyon 
days  of  life’s  beautiful  Spring  time.  Who  here  to-night  can  ever  forget  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  Teacher  from  whom,  in  childhood,  he  learned  the  deeply  interesting 
story  of  Joseph,  or  the  thrilling  history  of  Samson,  of  Saul  and  of  King  David  or 
the  still  more  melting  “Story  of  the  Cross.”  The  sublime  simplicity  and  moral 
heroism  of  the  Scripture  character  are  understood  and  felt  by  the  little  child  long 
before  the  mind  can  give  them  logical  expression.  The  child  who  buries  his 
little  head  in  his  teacher’s  lap  to  hide  the  tear  that  answered  to  the  Bible  truth 
imparted  unto  him  by  his  Sunday  School  teacher,  has  not  heard  the  truth  too 
young.  In  this  very  fact  the  Teacher  may  find  a  crumb  of  comfort  and  much  real 
encouragement  as  he  moves  onward  in  his  weary  task: —  , 

“A  nameless  man,  amid  the  crowd 
That  thronged  the  daily  mart. 

Let  fall  a  word  of  Hope  and  Love, 

Unstudied  from  the  heart : 

A  whisper  on  the  tumult  thrown, 

A  transitory  breath. 

It  raised  a  brother  from  the  dust. 

It  saved  a  soul  from  death. 

O  germ  !  O  fount !  O  word  of  love  ! 

O  thought  at  random  cast ! 

Ye  were  but  little  at  the  first 
But  mighty  at  the  last.” 

What  a  sublime  thing  it  is  to  live  in  this  Christian  age  and  in  this  Christian 
country — to  be  a  Sunday  School  pupil  and  to  grow  up  amid  such  superior  Chris¬ 
tian  and  educational  advantages,  or  to  be  an  Officer  or  Teacher,  surrounded  by 
means  and  opportunities  for  mutual,  moral,  social  and  spiritual  elevation .  Who, 
under  such  circumstances  need  remain  in  ignorance?  Who  need  grope  bis  way 
in  error9  Who  need,  with  such  a  Saviour,  perish  in  his  sins?  What  a  sublime 
thing  it  is  to  live  in  this  age  and  country  for  God!  What  uncultivated  fruit  ripe 
tor  the  harvest,  all  around  us  are  waiting  for  the  Sunday  School  ivorkers.  Look 
around  !  what  spheres  of  influence  invite  us  on  every  hand — Sunday  School  classes 
are  vacant,  bidding  the  Church-member  to  seize  the  opportunity  and  do  good  in 
the  name  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus — “faithfulness  is  usefulness  and  diligence 
is  sure  success.”  What  crowds  of  boys  ahd  girls  are  ready  to  gather  around  the 
Teacher,  who  will  point  them  the  way  and  lead  them  on  to  the  home  of  peerless 
beauty.  Here  is  work: — minds  are  waiting  to  be  enlightened — wills  to  be  moved 
— hearts  to  be  won  by  the  eloquence  of  Bible  truth.  Oh,  my  Christian  friends, 
what  slumbering  resources  to  be  roused  and  rallied  in  the  great  conflict  of  holi¬ 
ness  with  sin — of  light  with  darkness — of  life  with  death — of  heaven  w'ith  hell! 
who  can  afford  to  stand  idle  when  such  visible  forces  of  evil  are  at  work?  Who 
can  be  so  cowardly  as  to  go  backward?  The  State,  the  Church,  the  Age — all  are 
calling  us  to  assume  tneir  grand  responsibilities  and  to  enter  upon  the  sublime 
work  of  life.  Are  you  ready  for  the  solemn  challenge?  If  so,  buckle  on  the  ar¬ 
mor— enter  tne  army  of  Christian  defenders  and  beforemostin  His  ranks  of  active 
workers.  As  soldiers  of  the  Cross  we  bid  you  welcome! 

RESPONSE. 

J.  P.  Wilbar,  on  behalf  of  the  Convention,  responded  to  the  “Words  of  Wel¬ 
come,”  in  the  following  neat  address  : 

Sitting  this  evening  in  this  consecrated  temple  listening  to  the  earnest,  stirring 
words  of  greeting,  as  extended — by  you  dear  Brother  and  dear  Christian  friends 
of  Mechanicsburg — to  us  as  co-workers  with  you  in  this  grand  and  noble  causey 
our  hearts  are  lull.  I  exceedingly  regret  the  absence  of  Rev.  M’Allisler,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  whose  place  I  now  occupy.  He  would 
have  given  a  more  fitting  response  to  the  generous  welcome  given  to  us.  But 
dear  friends,  I  can  say  in  behalf  of  the  Cumberland  County  S.  S.  Association,  that 
way  down  in  our  hearts  we  feel  it,  we  appreciate  and  are  grateful.  We  are  glad 
to  come  to  Mechanicsburg.  We  know  it  is  a  good  place  to  come  to.  As  an  Asso¬ 
ciation  we  have  been  here  before  and  are  glad  to  return  to  the  pleasant  associa¬ 
tions  of  the  Convention  of  four  years  ago.  Many  have  been  the  changes  during 
these  past  four  years.  Some  who  were  with  us  then  cn  the  floor  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  we  shall  meet  no  more  in  these  happy  convocations.  They  are  gone — the 
Master  has  called  them — their  work  is  finished  and  they  are  now  reaping  their 
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reward  in  the  bliss  of  Paradise  on  high.  We  are  still  here  in  the  work.  Fn  those 
four  years  our  County  Association  work  has  been  a  progressive  work.  We  have 
seen  the  partial  results  of  our  Christian  co-operation.  Our  f  raternal  convocation 
at  this  time  is  to  deliberate  on,  as  to  how  best  attain  to  the  final  result  of  our  mis¬ 
sion  as  Sunday  School  workers.  Mechanicsburg  has  always  presented  a  forward 
movement  in  the  united  Sunday  School  work.  We  are  glad  to  come  here — to  as¬ 
sociate  with  you — to  counsel  with  you — to  instruct  ami  to  be  instructed.  Our 
prayer  is  that  the  spirit  of  the  Divine  Master  may  be  with  us  in  all  our  delibera¬ 
tions,  so  that  we  may  learn  new  things  to  carry  with  us  to  our  homes  and  our 
respective  schools  and  there  put  into  practice  what  we  learn  here  at  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  and  that  as  we  go  down  from  this  place  we  may  all  realize  that  “it  was  good 
to  be  hefe.”  We  hope  that  as  representatives  from  all  parts  of  the  county  we 
may  leave  such  impressions  of  good  that  you  need  not  regret  the  cordial  greeting 
given  to  us.  Again  in  the  name  of  the  Cumberland  County  Sunday  School  As¬ 
sociation  I  thank  you. 

Singing — “Blest  be  the  Tie  that  Binds.” 

The  following  is  the  Annual  Report  as  read  by  the  President,  Edwin  James, 
Newville  : 

REPORT. 


Dear  Brethren  in  the  Sabbath  School  Work  .-—Time  with  his  ever  steady  step  has 
brought  us  through  the  labors  of  another  year  and  we  meet  to-night  in  our  Sev¬ 
enth  Annual  Convention  to  clasp  hands  with  friends,  to  compare  notes,  to  give 
and  receive  instruction  and  to  carry  with  us  the  stimulus  that  is  received  in  these 
yearly  meetings  to  our  respective  homes  there  to  make  our  lives  the  better  shine 
because  of  the  light  reflected  by  us.  While  it  has  been  the  privilege  of  m  v  i  reme¬ 
diate  predecessors  to  give  more  specific  report  of  the  work  in  our  county  and 
State  as  to  members,  &c.,  I  shall  not  use  the  time  of  the  Convention  in  again  re¬ 
peating  it;  yet  it  is  with  pleasure  my  mind  goes  back  to  our  first  meeting  seven 
years  ago  in  Carlisle,  contrasting  the  condition  of  our  schools  then  with  them 
now  we  must  all  admit  that  we  are  making  rapid  progress  in  the  work.  This  is 
more  especially  the  case  in  our  country  schools — hence  the  importance  of  this  As¬ 
sociation  and  as  we  think  its  mission.  Formerly  the  number  of  schools  in  our 
district  was  much  smaller  than  now  and  many  that  were  organized  were  doing 
much  imperfect  work.  Almost  all  freezing  out  in  winter  with  no  general  plan 
for  the  study  of  the  word,  and  in  many  instances  the  scholars  using  spelling 
hooks,  with  not  more  than  one  or  two  classes,  probably  at  most  studying  the  Bi¬ 
ble.  Now  we  find  the  schools  greatly  on  the  increase  and  from  the  primary  class 
to  the  largest  adult  scholar,  all  are  studying  the  lesson*  as  arranged  by  our  In¬ 
ternational  Committee  arid  printed  in  form  to  suit  the  wants  of  all;  then  again 
our  constantly  increasing  arrnv  of  active  teachers  who  with  the  use  of  lesson 
leaves  and  a  Teacher’s  Journal,  and  best  of  all  very  frequently  with  a  Teacher’s 
Bible  go  forth  teaching  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  1  am  led  to  the  belief  that  we 
are  reaching  a  higher  plane  of  Christian  work.  It  is  accorded  to  Robert  Raikes 
the  honor  of  organizing  the  first  Sabbath  School,  hut  we  are  told  he  more  esneci- 
ally  taught  children  to  read  and  spell,  but  to  the  Welsh  it  is  accredited  the  honor 
of  establishing  the  first  Sabbath  Schools  where  they  either  taught  from  the  Bible 
or  some  one  read  to  them  out  of  the  Bible  each  Sabbath.  It  is  said  by  those  who 
have  traveled  in  their  country  at  thisdav  that  in  no  country  in  the  world  is  the 
minds  of  the  people  so  thoroughly  saturated  with  the  Bible  as  are  the  Welsh,  and 
a#;  a  result  there  is  not  an  infidel  hook  published  in  the  Welsh  language.  Fel¬ 
low  laborers  in  this  great  work  may  it  be  our  aim  to  saturate  the  minds  of  our 
youth  with  Bible  truths  that  errorists  and  false  Teachers  can  have  no  foorhoid, 
but  that  every  one  may  have  flic  sword  of  the  spirit  winch  is  the  word  of  Go  I,  so 
at  command  that  the  darts  of  the  evil  one  can  be  at,  all  times  thwarted.  Again 
we  mark  the  progress  of  our  work  in  the  many  schools  that  always  closed  at  the 
first  cold  weather  now  they  are  kept  open  all  the  year — if  not  in  regular  school 
session,  as  a  Bible  class  where  the  regular  lesson  is  studied  and  taught,  instead  of 
spending  time  idly.  And  now  brethren  as  we  are  ascending  to  a  higher  plane  we 
find  our  hearts  filling  with  desire  to  labor  more  zealously  in  our  Master’s  cause, 
and  more  ready  to  overcome  the  trials  of  life  and  the  more  to  feel  to  some  extent 
at  least  we  are  our  brother’s  keeper.  We  have  realized  this  during  the  past  years 
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historj’’  very  forcibly.  Our  brethren  of  the  South  were  being  smitten  with  that 
terrible  scourge,  yellow  fever,  and  loud  calls  were  made  for  aid.  Our  citizens 
were  responding  nobly  and  so  with  our  country  towns.  Alter  conference  with 
some  of  the  Brethren  associated  with  me  in  this  work,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  issue 
an  appeal  for  aid  to  the  Sabbath  Schools  of  our  Association  and  the  response  to  the 
appeal  was  prompt,  decisive  and  liberal,  and  while  many  of  our  schools  had  al¬ 
ready  taken  up  collections  and  forwarded  them,  we  still  were  able  to  raise  about 
three  hundred  dollars  exceedl  ng  our  expectations  by  at  least  one  hundred  dollars. 
The  amount  thus  raised  was  promptly  forwarded  through  Drexell  &  Co.,  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  the  channel  through  which  such  contributions  where  passing  to  the 
sufferers  and  duly  acknowledged  by  them.  As  we  shall  go  forth  to  the  work  of  this 
Convention  so  carefully  prepared  by  our  worthy  Secretary,  with  the  aid  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  as  we  meet  at  the  fountain  from  whence  flowed  the 
stream  of  light,  life  and  action  that  called  into  existence  this  Association  seven 
years  ago  in  Carlisle,  and  among  those  whose  hands  have  been  ever  ready  to  for¬ 
ward  the  good  work  thus  be  given  to  its  present  prosperous  condition,  we  expect 
such  a  feast  of  good  things  as  are  never  yet  enjoyed  in  Convention.  Although 
our  time  is  limited  may  it  be  so  fully  occupied  and  improved  that  the  Seventh 
Annual  Convention  may  be  long  and  happily  remembered  by  those  who  have 
f  It  its  influence.  We  believe  as  we  look  into  your  happy  faces  we  can  read  the 
same  expectations  there  and  expecting  a  blessing  may  we  realize  it. 

Singing — “Work  for  the  night  is  coming.” 

Topic — ‘‘The  Word;  What  it  is;  and  How  to  Study  it,”  was  defined  by 
Rev.  Jesse  B.  Young,  Carlisle,  in  a  pleasant  and  entertaining  manner  : 

I.  These  two  themes  are  very  wisely  and  pertinently  joined  together.  Indeed 
they  might  be  joined  and  called  one  topic.  Before  we  can  define  the  use  of  the 
Word,  it  is  necessary  to  know  clearly  something  about  it.  What,  then,  is  the 
Word?  The  answer  to  this  question  in  olden  times  would  have  been  far  different 
from  that  given  to-day.  Abraham  in  his  age  would  have  said  :  “The  Word  of  the 
Lord  is  a  Voice.  I  beard  Him  speak  to  me  in  my  home  in  another  land.”  Jacob 
would  have  told  us:  “The  Word  comes  often  in  visions  and  dreams.”  Thus  also 
the  Prophets  would  have  spoken  it:  “It  is  a  voice  speaking  out  of  the  Heavens.” 
Once  then  the  Word  was  unwritten.  There  were  no  books.  In  contrast  with 
that  far  distant  era  we  have  now  the  Word  of  God  in  a  book.  It  is  the  written 
Word.  Hence  it  is  called  the  Scriptures.  There  are  several  features  about  this 
book  that  claim  attention  : 

1.  H  is  formed  of  many  books  joined  in  one.  There  are  66  distinct  volumes  in  it. 
Its  divisions  into  Old  and  New  Testament  or  Covenants,  into  its  various  sections 
of  Historical,  Poetical,  Prophetic,  etc.,  must  be  studied  if  we  would  get  a  fair  no¬ 
tion  of  the  Word. 

2.  Its  varied  authorship  is  another  feature  that  is  singular.  Here  are  books  by 
Moses,  Joshua,  Samuel,  Paul,  Daniel  and  more  than  a  score  of  others — Kings, 
Herdsmen,  Fishermen,  Prime  Ministers — in  short  more  than  thirty  in  all,  taken 
from  all  classes  of  society,  have  furnished  their  contributions  to  this  book. 

3.  Its  variety  of  contents  is  remarkable.  The  most  important  History — the  subii- 
mest  Poetry — the  Foundation  Laws  of  the  civilized  World — the  only  pure  system 
of  morals — the  Clearest  and  most  vivid  etchings  of  character  are  scattered  through¬ 
out  this  Book. 

4.  Its  unity  is  wonderful.  From  beginning  to  end  it  tells  but  one  story  about 
God  and  man.  It  is  bound  together  by  a  crimson  thread.  It  is  unified  by  i^ 
doctrine  of  salvation  through  the  death  of  Jesus.  From  the  time  the  first  book 
was  begun  by  Moses,  until  the  day  when  St.  John  completed  the  last,  is  a  period 
of  about  1500  years.  The  several  books  were  written  amid  the  most  different 
scenes  and  circumstances — some  in  the  hour  of  triumph  — some  in  the  day  of  de¬ 
feat — some  in  the  Arabian  desert — some  in  the  palace  at  Jerusalem — some  in  the 
royal  courts  of  the  city  of  Babylon— some  in  prison  at  Rome.  Considering  this 
important  fact  how  strange  that  they  should  be  found  to  harmonize  completely. 

5.  Its  several  parts  differ  much  in  their  value  to  us.  We  ought  to  be  candid  enough 
to  acknowledge  that  some  books  are  much  more  important  than  others.  Some 
have  largely  accomplished  their  mission — the  ones  describing  the  customs  and 
feasts  of  the  Jews,  the  messages  of  the  Prophets,  in  some  eases,  at  least,  where 
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they  had  in  view  simply  a  local  and  temporary  condition  of  the  people.  These 
parts  are  not  so  important  to  us  as  the  Gospels.  These  latter  in  fact  form  the 
very  heart  of  the  Word.  All  else  radiates  there  as  a  centre,  but  the  Life  is  the 
Lord  Jesus.  We  ought  to  study  to  find  out  what  is  essential  and  what  is  not  in 
trying  to  answer  the  question — What  is  the  Word? 

6.  It  is  a  Book  with  a  marvellous  history.  It  has  created  revolutionary  refor¬ 
mations  wherever  it  has  gone.  It  has  turned  the  world  up  side  down.  Gladia¬ 
torial  shows,  Roman  and  Grecian  Idolatry,  Human  Slavery,  it  has  banished  as 
it  has  been  carried  through  the  earth. 

II.  Now,  having  glanced  at  the  question,  What  is  the  Word  ?  Let  us  look  at  the 
next.  How  shall  it  be  used? 

1.  The  answer  depends  on  the  object  we  have  in  view  in  using  it.  The  Theo¬ 
logical  Student,  the  Preacher,  the  Teacher,  the  Scholar,  each  with  a  different  aim 
may  each  use  different  methods. 

2.  Find  out  something  about  the  author  of  the  book  you  are  studying.  We 
cannot  learn  Cicero’s  writings  with  advantage  unless  we  begin  by  asking,  Who 
wasthisman?  When  did  he  live?  Who  were  his  companions  ?  What  was  his  his¬ 
tory  ?  Just  so,  you  cannot  understand  or  appreciate  the  works  of  St.  Paul  if  you 
do  not  study  his  life  in  connection  with  his  writings.  The  one  sheds  constant 
light  on  the  other. 

3.  Get  a  clear  idea  if  possible  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  book  was 
written.  Thus  the  letters  of  Paul  to  Timothy  are  not  to  be  explained  without  re¬ 
membering  that  they  were  composed  in  prison.  Thus  also  with  the  Psalms  many 
of  them  at  least.  The  origin  of  them  helps  to  unfold  them. 

4.  Then,  Think,  Think,  Think.  Without  going  to  commentators  to  find  out  their 
judgment  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  passage,  use  your  own  mind.  Meditate  on  the 
Word.  Get  the  drift  of  the  argument,  the  line  of  thought,  the  plan,  where  there 
is  one.  Our  knowledge  of  Scripture  is  too  fragmentary,  disjointed,  piecemeal. — 
Give  attention  to  it.  Head  it  over.  Commit  to  memory. 

5.  Use  your  imagination,  it  was  given  to  be  trained  and  wisely  directed — not 
to  be  crushed  out.  It  is  a  glorious  faculty.  In  pondering  the  historic  scenes  of 
the  Bible  make  them  real  by  the  Imagination.  Study  them  until  you  can  see 
them  in  all  their  realitjr.  The  Bible  will  shine  with  new  beauty  as  you  do  this. 

6.  Pray  as  you  study.  The  Truth,  much  of  it  at  least,  is  to  be  spiritually  dis¬ 
cerned. 

Following  the  discussion,  Rev.  S.  W.  Reigart  called  the  attention  of  the 
Teachers  to  the  “Teachers’  Bible”  which  contains  many  helps  incident  to  the 
study  of  the  W ord. 

Singing — “Tell  me  the  old,  old  Story.” 

After  announcements  by  the  President, 

“Lord  dismiss  us  with  thy  Blessing,” 

was  sung,  and  prayer  offered  by  Rev.  S  W.  Reigart,  and  benediction  pro- 
nounced  by  Rev.  W.  H.  R.  Deatrich. 


THURSDAY  MORNING. 

The  Convention  re-assembled  at  8  A.  M.  “Praise  service”  conducted  by  S. 
C.  Bentz,  Newville.  At  8.30  o’clock,  President  James  took  the  chair  and  said 
“we  have  invoked  God’s  blessing,  and  He  has  said  that  if  we  ask  we  shall  re¬ 
ceive.  Now  let  us  sing : 

‘Precious  promise,  God  has  given.’  ” 

REPORTS 

Being  next  in  order,  the  Treasurer  submitted  the  following,  which,  on  mo¬ 
tion,  was  accepted,  and  the  balance  of  $3,54,  belonging  to  the  Yellow  Fever 
Fund,  transferred  to  the  General  Treasury: 
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REPORT. 


May  31,  1878,  to  balance  in  Treasury  last  year .  $6.00 

“  “  44  amount  in  pledges  at  Convention .  39.10 

“  “  44  “  b^  collections .  13.92 

44  44  44  Logan’ssub.  for  last  j~ear .  1.00 


Total  receipts .  60.02 

By  cash  paid  C.  B.  Xiesley  as  follows: 

To  Alf.  H.  Addams  expenses .  $7.00 

“  C.  J.  Reddig  “  1.75 

“  J.  C.  stock,  “  50 

“  C.  B.  Xiesley,  14  2.25 

4‘  Sexton  of  Church .  1.50 

“  Dr.  Swartz,  car  fare .  1.50 

44  James  M’Conaughy,  car  fare .  1.70 


16.20 

By  cash  to  T).  VV.  Spencer,  minutes.  . .  29.82 

“  Unpaid  Subscriptions .  11.00 

- $57.02 


To  balance  on  hand .  $3.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  D.  Musser,  Treasurer. 

The  following  amounts  were  received  by  the  Treasurer  from  different  Sabbath 


Schools  for  Yellow  Fever  sufferers  : 

Sept.  23,  1878,  From  Mt.  Rock  school .  $6.00 

“  “  Carlisle  Springs....  .  5.87 

“  “  “  St.  Mark’s  Lutheran,  West  Fairview .  10.17 

“  “  “  M.  E.  School,  “  “  12.50 

“  44  “  United  Brethren,  44  44  14.88 

“  44  “  Zion’s  Lutheran,  East  Pennsboro’ .  2.50 

“  “  “  Mt.  Zion  United  Brethren,  Hampton .  1.26 

“  “  “  Shepherdstown  Sabbath  School .  1.40 

“  44  44  St.  Paul’s  Lutheran,  Silver  Spring .  2.28 

“  “  “  Zion’s  Union,  Sterrett’s  Gap .  5.45 

“  44  44  Lutheran  School,  Plainfield .  1.77 

-  64.08 


Oct.  5,  By  cash  paid  Drexel  &  Co 

“  ii?  “  “ 


$50.82 

9.72 

-  60.54 


Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hand . 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BOROUGHS. 


.  3.54 

H.  D.  Musser. 


Mount  Holly  Springs — J.  AV.  Buttorff. 

We  have  four  schools  in  this  Borough,  viz:  Lutheran,  Evangelical,  Methodist 
and  Holly  Union.  The  last  named  school  is  held  at  what  is  called  Upper  Holly. 
The  idea  of  starting  a  school  in  the  above  named  place  originated  in  the  minds  of 
two  or  three  energetic  ladies  of  that  place  who,  by  their  earnest  endeavors  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  forming  the  nucleus  of  what  is  now  a  model  Sunday  School  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  good  recitations,  good  order,  regular  attendance  and  punctuality.  Mr. 
Wm.  Bachelor,  the  present  Superintendent,  has  filled  that  office  since  the  school 
was  first  organized,  and  is  a  man  well  qualified  for  the  position.  Several  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  school  have  recently  become  professors  of  religion  and  connected 
themselves  with  the  church. 

The  Methodist,  the  oldest  school  in  the  town,  was  organized  in  1857,  and  has 
been  continued  ever  since  with  varied  success.  The  Teachers  in  this  school,  with 
but  one  or  two  exceptions,  are  professing  Christians  and  members  of  the  church. 
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This  school  is  also  under  tho  supervision  of  Mr.  Batchelor.  The  Evangelical 
school  was  organized  about  six  years  ago,  after  the  erection  of  a  church  by  that 
denomination.  Mr.  Daniel  Hoover  is  the  Superintendent  and  seems  to  be  greatly 
interested  in  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  school.  The  school  is  working  har¬ 
moniously  and  both  officers  and  teachers  seem  to  realize  the  responsibilities  rest¬ 
ing  upon  them. 

The  Lutheran  school,  with  whichweare  connected,  was  organized  first  Sunday 
of  January,  1874.  The  school  is  in  pretty  fair  working  condition,  though  there 
is  room  for  improvement.  One  great  difficulty  is  a  want  of  co-operation  of  par¬ 
ents  and  church  members.  We  have  organized  what  we  call  a  Sunday  School 
Association  which  meets  monthly  for  the  transaction  of  business,  discussion  of 
various  topics  in  relation  to  Sunday  School  work,  &c.  Our  schools  are  all  open 
during  the  year.  All  use  the  International  series  of  lessons,  and  are  steadily  ad¬ 
vancing  in  the  great  and  good  work  of  the  Master.  [  think  one  of  the  things 
needful  to  encourage  and  stimulate  the  people  of  Mt.  Holly  Springs  and  vicinity 
to  a  still  greater  work  is  a  District  Convention,  and  1  would  suggest  the  next 
County  Convention  be  held  there,  as  the  place  is  centrally  and  pleasantly”  located 
and  the  hospitality  of  the  citizens  is  unbounded. 

Sliippensburg — W.  E.  Petldig : 

We  are  at  work  and  report  progress.  Still  room  for  improvement. 
Mechanicsburg— C.  B.  Niesley  : 

Considerable  interest  in  the  schools  which  have  come  under  my  notice.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  Union  Normal  class  which  helps  and  strengthens  us,  the  United 
Brethren  have  a  monthly  Singing  Association  organized  by  their  Pastor  which 
is  an  efficient  help  to  that  congregation .  The  general  work  of  the  schools  has 
been  good  and  moving  forward  with  renewed  energy. 

M.  M.  Fooze  reported  a  children’s  meeting  held  every  two  weeks,  which  is  very 
interesting  and  productive  of  much  good,  on  account  of  its  being  undenomina¬ 
tional. 

Rev.  M.  Ort. — The  Sunday  School  is  doing  an  efficient  service  in  the  work.  But 
room  for  improvement.  Doubtless  numbers  need  to  he  gathered  into  the  Sunday 
School  and  the  yoang  and  old  should  study  the  Scriptures.  We  have  great  rea¬ 
son  to  be  encouraged  in  the  work. 

Newburg — D.  A.  Shields  : 

Getting  along  very  well.  We  have  three  schools,  two  in  the  morning,  one  in 
the  afternoon. 

Carlisle — J.  H.  Wolf : 

Progressing  very  finely.  We  have  nine  Protestant  and  one  Catholic  school. — 
The  Lutheran  school,  which  I  represent,  have  a  large  attendance  and  getting 
along  nicely. 

Penn  Township — F.  G.  Williamson  : 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  schools  in  our  township  are  in  a  more  prosperous 
condition  than  they  were  one  year  ago.  The  increase  in  numbers  perhaps  is 
not  any  greater,  but  there  is  more  inrerest  manifested  in  the  work  upon  the  part 
of  officers  and  teachers.  There  are  no  teachers’  study  meetings;  this  is  needed  in 
order  to  assist  the  teachers  in  interesting  their  classes  in  the  word  of  God.  There 
are  four  schools  in  the  township.  1  visited  all  the  schools  once  and  some  of  them 
twice.  The  Presbyterian  school  is  in  good  condition,  with  a  membership  of  50; 
average  attendance  45.  The  Lutheran  school  of  Centreville  is  doing  a  good  work 
with  a  membership  of  67 ;  average  attendance  50.  The  Union  school  at  Brush- 
town  has  a  membership  of  46:  average  attendance  of  36.  The  Dunkard  school  is 
in  a  flourishing  condition  with  a  membership  of  140 ;  average  attendance  of  67- 
The  prospects  for  the  future  are  favorable;  the  people  are  becoming  awakened  to 
the  importance  of  Sabbath  Schools.  The  schools  are  all  using  the  lesson  leaf  ex¬ 
cept  the  Presbyterian.  The  prospects  for  the  future  look  bright  and  our  prayer 
is  that  the  present  blessings  may  he  but  the  droppings  of  a  mighty  shower  to  come. 

West  Pennsboro’— J.  P.  Wise  : 

We  are  connected  with  the  Palmstown  school.  In  1878  we  had  an  average  at- 
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tendance  of  65.  We  are  in  good  condition  and  doing  very  well.  The  Township 
schools  are,  in  general,  in  good  condition.  Alf.  H.  Addams,  as  Superintendent 
of  the  Mt.  Rock  school,  had  no  time  nor  chance  for  visiting.  His  knowledge  was 
gained  from  the  different  reports.  A  glorious  Convention  had  been  held  at  Cen- 
treville.  The  great  drawback  to  the  success  of  their  schools  was  the  want  of  co¬ 
operation  on  the  part  of  parents.  Nine-tenths  of  the  parents  stay  at  home  and 
keep  their  children  with  them.  One  new  school  organized  in  the  District. 

Upper  Allen— Isaac  Bowman  : 

There  are  two  schools  in  this  Township  the  present  year.  Last  year  there  were 
three,  but  one  at  Bowmansdale  has  not  yet  awakened  from  its  winter’s  sleep,  and 
it  is  doubtful  whether  it  will  this  summer,  as  the  citizens  of  that  District  seem 
very  well  satisfied  without  one,  not  having  enough  energetic  Sabbath  School  men 
or  women  to  push  the  cause.  This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  the  Gospel  is  sel¬ 
dom  preached  in  that  village  and  they  should  at  least  have  a  Sabbath  School.  The 
school  at  Shepherdstown  is  kept  open  the  whole  year,  and  is  ir.  a  fair  condition. 
The  attendance  is  somewhat  irregular,  at  times,  being  a  Union  school,  and  no 
pastor  in  particular  look  after  its  interests.  There  are  but  a  few  of  the  citizens 
of  the  District  that  persevere  in  the  work  to  keep  up  the  school  and  these  of  dif¬ 
ferent  denominations;  but  there  are  a  great  many  more  that  should  take  an  inter¬ 
est  in  it,  and  we  hope  they  will  soon  see  the  importance  of  doing  so.  As  it  is, 
however,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  this  school  is  doing  a  good  work. 

The  second  school,  at  Lantz’s  school  house,  is  also  Union  and  kept  open  six 
months  in  the  year.  It  was  re-opened  the  first  Sabbath  in  April  last,  by  some 
energetic  workers  in  the  District,  who  deserve  credit  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  conducting  the  school.  It  is  well  attended  for  a  country  school,  and  be¬ 
ing  in  a  District  where  the  Gospel  is  never  preached,  nearer  than  Lisburn  or 
Andersontown,  several  miles  distant,  there  are  sufficient  reasons  to  believe  that 
much  good  can  and  will  be  accomplished  by  this  school. 

Mifflin— S.  C.  Bentz  : 

Dear  Brethren: — As  I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  report  I  shall  be  brief. 
Sorry  to  say  I  have  not  visited  all  the  schools  in  my  District  this  Spring,  for 
which  1  will  give  you  my  reasons.  I  would  say  as  I  have  said  before  that  it  does 
not  suit  a  Superintendent  of  a  Sunday  School  to  fill  the  office  of  a  Vice  President 
in  any  District;  if  he  does  act  in  both  capacities  he  will  neglect  one  or  both,  such 
is  at  least  my  case.  I  cannot  attend  to  both  and  do  justice.  A  Superintendent 
should  show  a  good  example  with  his  presence  as  well  as  any  other  way.  I  do 
not  say  that  we  are  entirely  in  the  front  ranks,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  we  are  not 
in  the  rear  ranks  in  the  Sunday  School  work  in  Mifflin  township.  Our  schools 
are  all  doing  reasonably  well  as  far  as  I  have  seen  and  heard,  and  our  motto  is 
onward.  We  use  tne  International  lesson  leaf  and  find  them  a  great  help.  The 
Centre  Union  Sabbath  School,  of  which  I  am  Superintendent,  I  must  say  is  get¬ 
ting  along  exceedingly  well.  We  have  averaged  one  hundred  scholars.  So  far  this 
Spring  this  school  is  not  only  increasing  in  numbers  but  likewise  in  interest.  A 
great  many  of  our  scholars  are  using  the  Sunday  School  teacher  in  connection 
with  the  lesson  leaf.  Brethren  pray  for  us,  that  the  Sunday  School  work  may 
grow  and  SDread  until  it  may  reach  every  family  in  our  District. 

Frankford— William  Sanderson  : 

The  Vice  President  should  not  be  a  Superintendent.  He  could  not  visit  other 
schools  without  neglecting  his  own.  The  school  in  Upper  Frankford  is  larger 
than  ever  before.  120  to  130  scholars.  He  asked  the  prayer  of  the  Convention  in 
behalf  of  Frankford. 

Wm.  Wagner  reported  that  there  were  9  common  school  Districts  and  5  Sunday 
Schools,  viz:  Stone  Church,  Bloserville,  Upper  Erankford,  M’Clure’s  Gap,  Pos¬ 
sum  Hill. 

Lower  Allen — Geo.  Zimmerman  : 

Six  Common  School  Districts  and  5  Sabbath  Schools,  2  new  schools  organized* 
Three  use  the  International  lesson  leaves.  All  close  in  the  Fall,  as  it  would  be 
hard  work  to  keep  open  in  the  winter.  The  Sunday  School  cause  is  increasing 
and  great  interest  is  manifested  in  the  Township. 

Alf.  H.  Addams ,  in  behalf  of  the  Township,  said  that  when  the  Association  was 


first  organized  in  Cumberland  county,  there  was  no  school  in  Allen  township — it 
was  a  black  spot  on  the  surrounding  outline  of  Sunday  School  prosperity.  Now 
their  noble  efforts  should  he  an  example  to  the  Sunday  School  workers  of  Cum¬ 
berland  county  and  stimulate  the  District  across  the  way. 

Southampton — W.  D.  Means  : 

Heartily  endorsed  the  sentiment  that  Superintendentsshould  not  be  Vice  Pres¬ 
idents.  They  had  12  Public  School  houses  and  8  Sunday  Schools,  a  Bible  Class, 
weekly  Teacher’s  meeting.  Used  International  lesson  leaves.  The  Middlespring 
school  had  150  scholars;  average  attendance  during  the  summer  43.  Good  teach¬ 
ers,  classes  studied  lessons  well.  The  Upper  District  Convention  met  there  last 
year  and  did  them  good. 

Newton — Jacob  Crider  : 

Union  school  with  average  attendance  40.  Membership  50.  8  Teachers.  Av¬ 

erage  attendance  7.  Interest  and  attendance  good. 

Middlesex — J.  H.  Duey  : 

Have  a  Union  church  at  Carlisle  Springs  owned  by  the  Lutheran  aad  Reformed. 
Have  a  Union  Sunday  school,  60  scholars;  average  attendance  40.  Use  Scholars’ 
Sunday  School  Quarterly  published  by  David  C.  Cook,  Chicago,  Ill.  Scholars 
commit  verses  and  receive  great  benefit.  Sabbath  School  is  in  the  morning  pre¬ 
ceding  church  services.  The  parents  do  not  attend  as  they  should.  Schools  in 
the  district  are  In  a  flourishing  condition  and  we  ask  the  prayers  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  for  continued  prosperity. 

East  Pennsboro’ — A.  Hoover  : 

l  have  been  able  to  procure  reports  of  but  four  schools.  One  reports  a  Teach¬ 
ers’  study  meeting.  All  open  12  months.  Schools  have  sustained  a  loss  in  mem¬ 
bership  of  53;  loss  in  average  attendance  23;  expenses  less  than  last  year  $59.95; 
benevolent  contributions  for  Yellow  Fever  sufferers  $38.67. 

J.  P.  Wilbar. — Visited  but  one  school  beside  our  own.  7  schools  in  the  Town¬ 
ship  and  all  living  schools.  Not  dying  out  in  the  winter.  If  the  members  turn 
out  there  will  be  enough  scholars  for  a  school.  Schools  are  all  doing  good  work. 
3  in  town,  United  Brethern,  Methodist,  Lutheran.  Great  difficulty  in  keeping 
the  attention  of  young  men  and  we  want  to  learn  something  from  the  topic  on 
the  programme,  “The  Sabbath  School  and  our  Yonng  Men.” 

Singing — ‘‘What  a  friend  we  have  in  Jesus.” 

Hopewell— W.  P.  Hefflefinger  : 

I  will  not  be  present  at  the  Convention  but  send  you  a  brief  report:  There  are 
four  schools  in  this  Township,  Superintended  by  the  following  persons:  The  Re¬ 
formed  school  at  Zion’s  church  hy  Adam  rieberlig;  Cloverhill  school  by  P.  G. 
Shuman;  Mt.  Vernon  school  by  Samuel  Maly;  Fairview  school  by  Joseph  Eek- 
man.  I  have  not  visited  all  this  Spring,  but  what  I  have,  and  from  what  I  hear  of 
the  rest,  I  think  they  are  doing  well.  I  hope  and  pray  that  the  blessing  of  God 
may  rest  upon  them  and  upon  the  Convention  assembled  at  Mechanicsburg. 

North  Middleton — Mrs.  Carrie  Lightner  : 

As  this  is  something  new  for  me  to  hand  in  a  report  I  will  make  it  brief.  We 
have  organized  a  Church  of  God  Sabbath  School  in  North  Middleton  township. 
We  have  enrolled  60  members.  We  are  going  to  use  the  International  lesson  leaf ; 
I  think  them  very  good  ;  I  hope  and  pray  that  we  may  meet  with  great  success  in 
our  work,  for  I  believe  that  there  is  nothing  like  the  Sabbath  School  for  children  ; 
teach  them  while  they  are  young  and  they  will  remember  it  as  they  grow  old. — 
Brethern  pray  for  us  that  our  work  may  prove  a  great  success  in  our  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  that  it  may  find  its  way  into  every  family. 

South  Middleton — D.  B.  Hoerner: 

During  last  winter  I  was  to  see  the  United  Brethern  School  at  Springville  and 
found  it  in  good  condition.  All  seemed  to  be  interested  in  the  work. 

May  11.  Visited  Spring  Mill  Union  School;  morning  fine;  full  bouse;  good  or¬ 
der,  and  the  devotional  exercises  gone  through  with  due  solemnity;  quite  a  num¬ 
ber  of  young  ladies  in  the  Bible  class;  about  the  same  number  of  young  men  sit¬ 
ting  idle;  in  reading  of  the  minutes  I  found  20  visitors.  We  were  invited  to  give 
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them  a  talk ;  we  accepted  and  did  as  best  we  could,  telling  them  there  was  no  need 
of  having  visitors  in  a  Sabbath  School ;  all  should  be  at  work ;  do  not  use  the  les¬ 
son  leaf  and  are  very  indifferent  on  the  subject. 

May  18.  Visited  Central  Union  School;  convened  at  o’clock  P.  M.;  full 
house  and  good  order  prevailed.  This  school  is  principally  young  people  and 
seem  to  be  full  of  life  and  work;  questions  asked  were  promptly  answered;  all 
seem  to  work  together  pleasantly  and  profitable. 

Paradise  Union  School,  with  which  i  am  connected,  is  in  a  prosperous  condi¬ 
tion;  the  pupils  ranging  from  married  men  to  children  of  5  years  of  age.  The 
Bible  class  seems  interesting,  many  of  the  members  being  professors  of  religion 
and  are  earnest  seekers  after  Bible  knowledge.  There  are  8  schools  now  in  pro¬ 
gress  in  our  Township ;  I  have  been  to  four:  the  Lutheran  school  at  Boiling 
Spring,  1  learn,  is  in  good  condition;  also  the  Methodist  at  the  same  place;  the 
Union  school  at  Mt.  Zion’s  church  and  one  in  the  upper  end  of  the  Township,  I 
have  not  been  to  see  or  hear  from,  therefore  can  say  nothing  of  them.  All  the 
above  schools  use  the  International  lessons  except  the  Spring  Mill  Union  School. 
The  Superintendents  or  said  school  are  laboring  under  disadvantages  unknown 
of  at  most  places.  I  ask  an  interest  in  your  prayers  that  success  may  attend  this 
District,  and  hope  God’s  blessing  may  attend  us. 

«■  VOLUNTEER  ADDRESSES. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Tressler,  West  Fairview  :  Do  not  speak  about  the  schools  dying 
out.  By  so  talking  you  start  the  teachers  to  talk  about  it.  Don’t  permit  your¬ 
self  or  your  teachers  to  talk  about  the  school  closing  in  the  winter  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  will  never  think  about  it,  but  will  help  to  keep  the  school  open. 

Rev.  P.  F.  Eyer,  Mechanicsburg :  The  question  is  one  of  vital  importance 
whether  the  schools  should  be  closed  or  kept  open  during  the  winter.  The  ol¬ 
der  reflect  on  the  younger,  the  teacher  on  the  scholar,  for  you  know  there  is 
nothing  like  a  scape-goat.  Our  common  schools  do  the  most  work  in  the  win¬ 
ter.  Why  not  the  Sunday  Schools?  Are  the  teachers  afraid  the  children  will 
take  cold  ?  ft  is  the  old  people  who  want  to  stay  at  home  and  not  the  children. 
Put  the  responsibility  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Teachers  and  Superintendent  and 
not  on  the  children. 

R.  A.  Bucher,  Mechanicsburg  :  The  keeping  open  rests  with  the  Superin¬ 
tendent.  No  trouble  to  keep  open  if  you  have  the  right  kind  of  metal  in  your 
Superintendent. 

W.  D.  Means,  Middiespring :  Have  been  Superintendent  of  the  Infant  De¬ 
partment  for  14  years  and  cannot  get  the  children  to  attend  in  the  winter. 

M.  M.  Foose,  Mechanicsburg  :  Get  the  parents  there  and  they  will  bring 
the  children  with  them. 

Wrn.  Sanderson,  Newville :  “When  the  shoe  fits  put  it  on.”  I  have  tried 
the  experiment,  and  we  always  kept  the  school  closed,  and  one  winter  I  put  the 
question  to  vote  whether  we  should  keep  the  school  open  and  they  all  voted 
yes,  and  as  the  winter  came  on,  one  after  another  remained  away  until  there 
was  no  one  left  but  the  Superintendent. 

Rev.  P.  F.  Eyer,  Mechanicsburg  :  Take  a  few  days  rest  and  make  visits  and 
the  teachers  will  all  know  what  is  wanted,  when  they  see  you  coming  and  at 
once  begin  to  make  excuse  and  will  attend. 

Alf.  H.  Addams,  Mt.  Rock:  They  had  trouble  in  keeping  their  school  open. 
The  Superintendent  said,  “Next  Sabbath  we  will  close  the  school.”  The  chil¬ 
dren  all  came,  and  when  it  was  left  to  a  vote  every  one,  except  the  Superin¬ 
tendent,  voted  to  keep  the  school  open.  The  Superintendent  remained  away 
and  they  run  the  school  without  a  Superintendent,  and  they  prospered  and  now 
have  a  successful  school.  If  you  have  a  live,  energetic  Superintendent,  one 
who  has  the  welfare  of  the  school  at  heart,  you  will  have  no  trouble  to  keep 
the  school  open.  A  great  hindrance  is  the  want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
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the  parents.  If  they  will  trust  their  children  to  the  care  of  a  day  Teacher  why 
in  the  name  of  Heaven  will  they  place  their  children  in  the  care  of  a  Sunday 
School  teacher  and  never  come  to  see  after  their  interests. 

Ezekiel  Baptist,  col’d.,  Mechanicsburg :  When  he  was  young  they  all  went 

to  Harrisburg  to  attend  school  and  formed  in  a  procession  as  they  went,  and 

his  father  came  behind  ;  when  asked  what  kind  of  a  time  they  had,  he  said  : 

“Oh  we  had  a  bawling  time.”  Some  persons  don’t  attend  school  because  it 

looks  for  rain  or  it  is  too  hot.  He  had  been  in  the  school  for  14  vears  and  al- 

«/ 

ways  found  the  women  faithful  to  the  work-  During  the  time  of  Christ  it  was 
woman  who  stood  by  him.  Last  at  the  Cross;  first  at  the  tomb,  and  all  the 
way  through  the  journey  of  life  Christ  was  sustained  by  woman.  Superinten¬ 
dents  have  great  responsibilities.  He  must  come  rain  or  shine.  The  Teachers 
can  get  up  early  every  morning  during  the  week  to  go  to  work,  but  on  Sunday 
they  think  they  can  stay  abed  and  the  Lord  will  forgive  them,  but  I’ll  bet  you 
when  it  come  to  the  final  account  they  will  know  all  about  it. 

Singing — “To  the  Work.” 

The  President  appointed  the  following  Committees  : 

Enrolment,  J.  O.  Saxton,  M.  A.  Foose,  James  Ralston. 

Resolution,  Rev.  P.  F.  Eyer.  W.  D.  Means,  R.  A.  Bucher. 

Nomination,  C.  B.  Niesley,  J.  H.  Wolf,  S.  C.  Bentz. 

Alf.  H.  Addams,  Mt.  Rock,  Statistical  Secretary,  reported,  which  will  be 
found  elsewhere. 

By  request,  Prof.  J.  H.  Leslie,  Altoona,  sang,  “Drooping  Souls,”  a  choice 
selection  from  “Precious  Jewels.” 

An  interesting  and  instructive  “Song  and  Bible  Service  Praise,’’  arranged 
by  J.  C.  Stock,  Carlisle,  was  conducted  by  C.  B.  Niesley,  Mechanicsburg,  who 
opened  the  exercises  as  follows  : 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  conduct  such  a  service  after  hearing  such  glorious  news 
from  all  parts  of  the  county  from  our  delegates  Avho  have  come  up  to  rejoice 
with  us  over  the  good  works  accomplished  during  the  past  year,  and  it  a  pleas¬ 
ure  to  give  praise  at  the  close  of  such  a  glorious  meeting  as  we  have  had  this 
morning ;  so  let  us  come  to  the  fount  of  all  Blessing. 

Gospel  Hymns,  No.  116.  “Come  thou  fount  of  every  Blessing.” 

Psalm  XCV— 1-2.  Psalm  XCVI--1-2. 

Gospel  Hymns,  No.  25,  “We  praise  Thee,  O  God  !”  Psalm  C. 

“  “  “  112,  “Come  ye  that  love  the  Lord,”  Psalm  XC VIII,  4-9. 

“  “  “  24,  6th  verse,  “Rejoice  and  be  Glad!” 

Psalm  CXLVI,  1-2.  Psalm  CXLVIII,  1-2. 

Gospel  Hymns,  No.  25,  v.  4,  “All  glory  and  praise  to  the  God  of  all  grace.” 

Psalm  CIII,  1-5. 

Gospel  Hymns,  No.  62,  “Come  to  the  Saviour,  make  no  delay.” 

Psalm  XXXIII,  1-4. 

Gospel  Hymns,  No.  102,  (c.  m.)  “O  for  a  thousand  tongues  to  sing.” 

Psalm  CL. 

Doxology. 

Copies  of  the  above,  printed  in  full,  were  distributed  through  the  Convention 
and  comments  were  made  on  each  verse  by  the  leader. 

Following  the  singing  of  the  Doxology  the  Convention  standing,  prayer  Avas 
offered  by  Rev.  M.  Ort,  and  benediction  pronounced  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Schlichter. 


17 


THURSDAY  AFTERNOOX. 

Convention  opened  at  1.30  P.  M.,  with  a  “Song  Service,”  conducted  by 
Prof.  J.  H.  Leslie,  Altoona. 

Singing — “There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  blood.” 

Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Tressler. 

Singing — “I  need  Thee  every  Hour.’’ 

We  surely  realize  this ;  we  cannot  live  one  moment  without  the  Saviour  ;  we 
seek  for  joy  and  peace,  comfort,  happiness  and  rest,  but  we  sometimes  look  to 
the  wrong  source.  There  is  a  rest  the  world  cannot  take  away — that  rest  is  in 
Jesus.  When  oppressed  with  care  in  this  world,  we  should  look  to  Jesus.  Let 
us  sing : 

“Sweet  rest  in  Jesus/’  from  “Precious  Jewels.” 

Chant — “Lord’s  Prayer.” 

Singing — “Closer,  still  closer,  my  Savior  to  Thee.” 

This  should  be  the  daily  prayer  of  every  Christian. 

Singing- — “What  a  friend  we  have  in  Jesus.’’ 

In  joy  or  in  sorrow,  in  gladness- or  disappointment,  Jesus  is  the  Friend  that 
sticketh  closer  than  a  Brother. 

Singing— “Lead  me  safely  on  by  the  narrow  way.” 

The  Scriptures  distinctly  declare  that  there  are  two  ways,  one  narrow  that 
leads  to  eternal  life,  the  other  broad  that  leads  to  destruction.  We  as  teachers 
in  Sunday  School  work  are  supposed  to  be  traveling  on  the  narrow  way  and 
this  song  is  a  prayer  that  we  may  be  led  on  our  way. 

Topic— “The  True  Basis  of  Sunday  School  Work,”  was  explained  by  Rev 
M.  Stutzman,  Harrisburg,  to  be  as  follows  : 

I.  The  term,  Sunday  School  Work,  is  very  comprehensive.  It  includes  all  the 
features  of  the  work.  How  numerous  they  are.  There  is  a  gathering  of  children 
into  the  school;  preparing  to  teach  and  teaching;  praying  for  and  having  a 
watchful  care  over  the  scholars;  the  services  and  superintendency  of  the  school; 
the  raising  of  monies  and  the  entertainments  of  the  school ;  the  furnishing  of  a 
literature  which  shall  enforce  and  give  effect  to  the  lessons  of  the  school ;  holding 
Conventions;  attending  them  and  many  other  things  make  up  Sunday  School 
work;  and  we  are  to  determine  what  is  the  true  Basis  of  this  vast,  honorable  and 
very  important  work. 

II  The  definition  of  basis  is,  “a  foundation,  that  on  which  anything  rests.” 

“The  ground  work  or  first  principle  of  anything.” 

“The  basis  of  all  excellence  is  truth.” 

“The  basis  of  the  public  credit  is  good  faith.”  The  basis  of  our  Holy  Christi¬ 
anity  is  the  Divinity  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  The  basis  of  the  Christian  hope  is 
the  resurrection  of  J’esus.  The  basis  of  the  Christian  faith  is  the  Word  of  God. 
There  is  an  intimate  connection  between  the  basis  and  object  of  Sunday  School 
work.  So  that,  if  we  can  determine  the  object  we  can  determine  the  basis.  It 
may  be  that  there  are  some  engaged  in  Sunday  School  work  whose  only  object  is 
notoriety;  the  basis  of  their  work  is  pure  selfishness.  Some  may  be  earnestly  at 
work  in  the  Sunday  School  because  they  fear  that  inactivity  would  expose  them 
to  the  criticisms  of  their  pastor  and  brethren;  they  are  afraid  of  them  and  there¬ 
fore  go  to  work.  This  is  selfishness  also.  Some  want  their  school  to  be  the  larg¬ 
est.  The  Basis  of  their  work  is  a  miserable  Jewish  and  Sectarian  spirit.  Some 
believe  tremendously  in  working  out  their  salvation  or  for  their  salvation  with  fear 
and  trembling.  They  have  not  learned  the  blessed  Bible  doctrine  that  “By  grace 
are  ye  saved  through  faith  and  that  not  of  yourselves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God  ;  not  of 
works,  lest  any  man  should  boast.”  They  think  the  Sunday  School  a  good  place 
to  earn  salvation  and  so  they  go  to  work.  The  basis  of  their  work  is  wrong  views 
of  truth,  ignorance  of  God’s  character  and  law.  Some  want  “stars  in  their 
crowns,”  just  as  if  the  souls  whom  the  Sunday  School  teacher  was  instrumental 
in  bringing  to  Christ  would  shine  as  stars  in  his  (the  teachers)  crown.  A  minis¬ 
ter  speaking  to  a  dying  soldier  said  :  “Well,  is  it  all  right.  “Yes,”  was  the  re- 
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ply,  “I  am  ready  to  go,  but  there  will  be  no  stars  in  my  crown.”  How  such  an 
erroneous  notion  ever  obtained  the  popularity  it  has  we  don’t  know,  unless  it 
comes  from  a  misapprehension  or  misquotation  of  Dan.  12:  3  or  1  Cor.  15:  41. — 
The  souls  whom  we  shall  be  instrumental  in  bringing  to  Christ  will  all  shine  in 
His  crown  and  His  alone.  It  is  a  blessed  thought  that  the  Christian  will  be  re¬ 
warded  for  his  work.  Different  Christians  will  be  differently  rewarded,  but 
whether  they  should  work  simply  for  the  reward,  that’s  a  question. 

III.  Hut  what  is  the  tiue  basis  of  Sunday  School  work?  You  may  say  it  is  the 
glory  of  Cod,  the  salvation  of  souls?  No,  these  are  the  objects  of  Sunday  School 
work.  I  think  we  need  go  no  farther  than  the  word — the  Hihle — for  an  answer. 
Here  in  2  Cor.  5,  14,  we  have  the  answer:  uThe  love  of  Christ  constraineth  us.” — 
This  surely  is  the  only  and  true  basis  of  Sunday  School  and  all  Christian  work. 
It  was  the  basis  of  all  that  »t.  Paul  did.  It  was  that  which  caused  him  to  exclaim 
“I  atn  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.”  It  was  that  which  made  him  the 
famous  preacher,  the  irresistible  debater,  the  inimitable  letter-writer,  the  patient 
and  joyful  sufferer  and  toiler  for  the  Lord  and  His  people.  It  gave  him  right 
judgment,  2  Cor,  5 :  14 :  “If  one  died  for  all  then  all  died,”  i.  e.  all  died  in  Christ, 
their  judgment  and  doom  is  ever  past,  having  been  suffered  in  Christ.  They 
were  buried  with  Him,  raised  up  with  Him,  they  are  seated  together  with  Him 
in  the  Heavens,  and  when  He  who  is  our  life  shall  appear  they  shall  appear  also 
with  Him  in  Glory.”  It  took  away  all  his  Jewishness  and  selfishness — 2  Cor.  5: 
15-16.  He  no  longer  lived  for  himself  but  for  Christ.  He  no  longer  asked,  “is 
he  a  Jew  or  Gentile;”  he  could  not  ask — is  he  white  or  black,  high  or  low;  all 
ideas  of  caste  were  torever  displaced.  This  mighty  inimitable,  illimitable  and 
eternal  love  of  Christ  constrained  Paul  to  love  Jesus,  his  people,  all  men,  and 
was  the  basis  of  all  his  works.  It  must  be  the  same  to  us.  If  the  ‘‘love  of  Christ 
constraineth  us,”  we  will  not  work  for  a  selfish  basis,  but  that  God  may  be  glor¬ 
ified,  and  unless  we  know  something  of  Christ  the  ‘‘love  of  Christ”  will  not  con¬ 
strain  us.  It  is  not  my  love  to  Christ,  but  Christ’s  love  to  me  that  is  the  ruling 
power.  God’s  love  to  us,  not  our  love  to  Him.  “Perfect  love  casteth  out  fear,” 
and  tne  only  man  who  had  such  love  was  Christ,  but  our  knowledge  of  His  per¬ 
fect  love  casts  out  fear.  The  best  evidence  we  have  of  God’s  love  is,  that  he  loves 
everybody,  not  the  good  boys  and  girls,  and  when  we  love  everybody  that  will 
give  us  the  best  evidence  that  God  is  putting  us  in  the  work. 

Singing — “Rock  of  ages  cleft  for  Me.” 

Rev.  S.  Wi  Reigart  said  he  was  glad  the  Basis  of  the  work  was  so  plainly 
marked  out  and  he  was  thankful  for  the  remarks  just  heard.  The  question  is 
often  asked :  Should  a  man  or  woman,  not  converted,  assist  in  the  Sunday 
School  ?  No !  No  man  or  woman  is  fit  to  be  a  Teacher  in  the  Sabbath  School 
who  is  not  a  pious  one,  who  is  converted,  one  who  feels  the  love  of  Christ  in  his 
own  heart.  The  first  requisite  is  “Love  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  The  great 
want  of  to-day  is  Faithful  Sunday  School  Teachers.  If  the  “love  of  Christ 
constraineth  us,”  we  will  go  out  into  the  streets  and  lanes  of  the  city  and  bring 
the  outcasts  in. 

Topic — “How  to  raise  the  Standard  of  Teaching  in  our  Sunday  Schools,” 
was  opened  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Schlichter,  Mechaniesburg  : 

This  is  a  vital  question,  inasmuch  as  it  covers  the  present  and  the  future.  We 
know  the  standard  of  regiments,  the  qualifications  requisite  to  be  an  officer,  and 
we  should  also  know  the  standard  of  the  Sunday  School  Teacher.  The  Bible  de¬ 
clares  that  * ‘  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap.”  Perhaps  one  of 
the  best  methods  of  raising  the  standard  of  teaching  is: 

I.  To  feel  the  importance  and  responsibility  of  the  work.  Our  interest  in  any 
work  is  generally  controlled  by  the  amount  of  responsibility  felt  by  us.  Great 
responsibility  is  generally  marked  by  great  interest.  Is  teaching  in  Sabbath 
Schools  important  and  are  we  responsible  for  the  manner  of  our  teaching?  I  feel 
it  is  among  the  most  important  the  church  of  Christ  has  to  do  with  to-day.  Re¬ 
sponsibility  rests  upon  every  man.  God  says:  “Train  up  the  child  in  the  way  he 
should  go, "and  when  ho  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it,”  should  lead  us  to  con- 
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sider  the  responsibility,  and  if  we  so  feel  the  responsibility,  it  will  raise  the  stand¬ 
ard  to  do  better  work  for  God. 

II.  Thorough  preparation  for  the  work  of  teaching  will  materially  raise  the 
standard.  The  Physician  and  the  Lawyer  study  their  profession  and  for  a  Teacher 
to  come  before  his  or  herclass  without  due  preparation  is  about  as  sensible  as  for  a 
man  who  never  studied  medicine  to  treat  a  patient, or  one  who  never  studied  law 
to  plead  a  case  in  Court. 

III.  We  should  study  how  to  teach,  how  to  apply  the  truth  to  the  mind  and 
heart  of  the  pupil ;  prepare  ourselves  to  study  the  wants  of  the  class. 

IV.  Another  excellent  method  by  which  to  raise  the  standard  of  teaching  will 
be  found  in  organizing  Teachers’  meetings  and  Normal  classes  for  the  study  of 
the  lesson.  I  look  upon  these  as  being  almost  indispensable  to  the  success  of  the 
teacher,  and  cannot  see  how  any  school  can  get  along  without  them. 

V.  The  Uniform  or  International  Lesson  System  has  done  much  to  raise  the 
standard  of  teaching.  With  the  Bible  at  the  head  and  the  various  helps  prepared 
by  the  various  denominations  there  ca»not  possibly  be  any  excuse  for  any  teach¬ 
er  who  comes  before  the  class  unprepared. 

VI.  A  full  consecration  of  the  heart  and  life  to  God  will  raise  the  standard 
higher  than  any  other  method.  Jesus’  love  implanted  in  our  hearts  will  make  us 
love  Him,  and  when  our  work  is  done,  when  for  the  last  time  we  have  taught  our 
class,  superintended  our  school,  the  next  time  we  meet  it  will  be  before  the  judg¬ 
ment  Throne  of  God,  and  then  if  we  have  failed  to  come  up  to  the  standard  of 
teaching  it  will  be  too  late  to  make  repairs.  Don’t  talk  about  the  Standard  being 
too  high,  for  careful  study,  earnest  labor.  Come  up  to  that  Standard  as  near  as 
by  the  “Grace  of  God”  you  can,  and  it  is  by  trying  we  will  accomplish  great  re¬ 
sults,  and  the  heart  that  is  full  of  the  love  of  Jesus  will  study  and  work  until  the 
Master  comes. 

Singing— -“Jesus  keep  me  near  the  Cross.” 

The  President  announced  that  the  above  Topic  was  now  open  for  general 
discussion  and  called  on  A.  B.  Sharpe,  Esq.,  who  said  in  substance : 

That  the  proper  way  to  raise  the  Standard  of  Teaching  was  to  raise  the  Stand¬ 
ard  of  Teachers,  and  that  standard  could  only  be  advanced  by  study  of  the  Word. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  no  man  had  ever  gone  about  the  study  of  the  Bible  with¬ 
out  being  better  for  it  personally  and  better  in  the  influence  he  exercised  on  oth¬ 
ers;  and  that  none  had  ever  become  infidels  through  a  knowledge  of  it,  whilst 
many  who  were  infidels  and  entered  on  a  careful  study  of  it  for  the  purpose  of 
disproving  its  truth,  had  lived  to  embrace  its  tenets  and  died  in  the  belief  of  its 
saving  efficacy.  Many,  too,  whose  early  education  had  been  well  directed,  but 
whose  manhood  had  been  passed  amid  the  cares  and  pleasures  of  business  and 
professional  life,  and  in  the  pursuit  of  ambition,  when  nearing  death,  hurried 
back  to  the<r  fountain  of  truth  and  knowledge.  Sir  Walter  Scott,  on  his  death¬ 
bed,  said  to  his  daughter:  “Bring  me  the  Book” — Father,  what  book,  she  asked: 
“The  Bible,”  was  his  reply.  “There  is  no  book  but  the  Bible,  for  the  dying.” 
Another,  whose  life  was  spent  in  pursuit  of  fame,  and  whose  restless  ambition 
turned  backward  all  the  currents  of  genuine  happiness,  in  the  fly-leaf  of  his  Bi¬ 
ble,  wrote  these  sad  words: 

“Within  this  awfxil  volume  lies. 

The  mystery  of  mysteries. 

Happiest  are  they  of  human  race, 

To  whom  their  God  hath  given  grace. 

To  hear,  to  fear,  to  hope,  to  pray; 

To  break  the* gate,  ami  force  the  way. 

But  better  they  had  ne’er  been  born. 

Than  live  to  doubt,  or  live  to  scorn.” 

It  is  a  fact  that  prominent  infidels  have  often  confirmed  their  ignorance  of  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  Bible.  Paine  boasts  that  he  prepared  his  “  Age  of 
Reason,”  in  the  Bastile,  without  a  copy  of  the  book  he  was  trying  to  disprove  at 
hand  when  he  wrrote.  Voltaire  admitted  that  he  never  gave  the  Bible  that  study 
he  gave  to  other  subjects  upon  which  his  mind  was  engaged.  And  just  here  let 
us  inquire  what  is  the  best  way  to  get  rid  of  the  phases  of  infidelity,  which  are  in 
our  day  presenting  themselves  to  the  consideration  of  men.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
grave  errors  are  committed  by  the  Clergy  in  setting  out  on  a  Quixotic  errand  af¬ 
ter  every  new  phase  of  infidelity  that  presents  itself.  In  this  way  doubts  are  of- 
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ten  suggested  to  many  minds  into  which  they  would  never  enter,  but  by  the  pre¬ 
sun  rat  ion  of  them  for  confutation  to  persons  that  never  before  knew  of  their  ex¬ 
istence.  The  errors  of  Darwin,  and  Huxley  and  John  Stuart  Mill  get  into  many 
minds  through  the  pulpit,  that  would  not  get  into  them  any  other  way;  and  they 
are  the  errors  of  subtle  minds,  which,  if  presented  in  the  language  of  their  au¬ 
thors,  should  have  minds  trained  specially  to  disprove  that  kind  of  error;  a  kind 
of  training  not  by  anv  means  universal;  and  thus  the  hearer  is  treated  to  error 
in  its  most  engaging  form  and  to  its  antidote  in  the  least  con vincing.  Now  what 
is  the  proper  remedy?  The  Bible  has  withstood  error  through  all  the  centuries 
of  its  existence.  It  has  always  had  on  its  side  a  majority  of  the  grandest  intel¬ 
lects  that  have  blessed  mankind,  and  they  have  accepted  it,  just  like  the  simplest, 
through  faith.  It  this  is  so,  then  surely  the  way  to  advance  the  cause  of  relig¬ 
ion  is  to  have  the  knowledge  of  it  universal;  and  how  shall  that  knowledge  be 
best  attained?  Surely  not  by  controversy  with  scientists  and  infidels,  but  by  a 
study  of  The  Word.  I  would  have  my  teacher,  first  of  all  a  careful  student  of  the 
text ;  then  I  would  have  him  call  in  the  aid  of  lesson  papers  and  periodicals  relating 
to  the  subject, and  would  further  insist  that  the  pastor  of  hi.s  church  should  go  over 
the  lesson  once  a  week  with  all  the  teachers  in  his  congregation,  arter  they  had 
studied  it  with  the  aids  already  mentioned.  I  would  have  him  study  the  text  in 
connection  with  the  standards  of  doctrine  peculiar  to  his  denomination,  for  I 
have  a  profound  regard  for  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  and  Catechisms 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  an  implicit  belief  in  the  Calvinistic  Faith;  and 
in  saying  this,  I  would  not  detract  a  syllable  from  the  value  of  the  Heidleburg 
Confession  or  Augsburg  Confession,  or  any  other  standard  of  recognized  church 
doctrine.  I  have  no  doubt  they  are  as  dear  to  those  to  whom  they  are  peculiar 
as  the  other  is  to  me ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  all  lead  to  the  same  happy  home. 
John  Knox  and  John  Wesley,  we  trust,  are  both  in  Heaven,  although  one  took 
the  Calvinistie  and  the  other  the  Armenian  road  ;  and  it  is  to  me  a  source  of  joy 
that  we  live  in  an  age  when  controversy  on  questions  of  doctrine  has  been  made 
subservient  to  the  greatest  of  all  doctrines,  the  ultimate  salvation  of  meq.  This 
thought  is  beautifully  expressed  in  the  Poem  entitled,  “No  Sects  in  Heaven,”  be¬ 
ginning  with  the  following  lines: 

“Talking  of  sects  till  late  one  eve, 

Of  the  various  doctrines  the  saints  believe, 

That  night  [  stood  in  a  troubled  dream 
By  the  side  of  a  darkly  flowing  stream. 

And  a  Churchman  down  to  the  river  came 
When  I  heard  a  strange  voice  call  his  name: 

Good  father,  stop;  when  you  cross  this  tide 
You  must  leave  your  robes  on  the  other  side.’  ” 

Singing — “When  we  grow  weary.” 

The  Committee  on  Enrollment  reported  100  delegates  in  attendance.  For 
alphabetical  list  see  elsewhere. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  made  the  report  of  Officers  for  the  Associa¬ 
tion  for  the  coming  year,  and  the  Convention  elected  the  Officers  as  found  on 
second  page  of  these  minutes. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  communication  : 

When  the  subject  of  Sunday  School  work  was  before  the  meeting,  and  the  ques¬ 
tion,  How  to  keep  open  the  Sunday  School?  was  so  ably  discussed,  I  felt  like  ris¬ 
ing  and  asking  for  information  in  regard  to  one  little  school  in  Dickinson  town¬ 
ship  which  I  am  very  glad  to  say  is  not  in  a  backward  condition  if  the  township 
is,  as  some  worthy  gentleman  remarked  and  which,  I  beg  his  pardon,  I  think  he 
knows  very  little  about,  and  also  that  we  do  not  die  out,  as  I  am  sorry  so  many  do 
but  only  adjourn  when  winter  comes.  Now,  I  wish  some  one  to  please  tell  11s  how 
we  may  prevent  this  adjournment  and  make  it  a  vearly  work.  Our  school  is  a 
Union,  composed  of  various  denominations.  They  nearly  all  attend  their  own 
church  Sunday  School  in  Carlisle  in  the  morning.  Now,  in  those  short  days  in 
winter  our  only  trouble  is  that  unless  we  would  make  it  a  dark  affair  we  cannot 
keep  our  Sunday  School  open  all  the  year  round.  I  think  the  fault  does  not  lie 
in  our  worthy  Superintendent,  earnest  teachers  or  faithful  pupils.  The  days  are 
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not  too  cold  for  us  only  too  short.  Any  one  giving  us  a  suggestion  we  will  thank 
j7ou  kindly  for  it;  from  the  delegates  of  the  weaker  sex  of  Dickinson  Township. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Tressler,  West  Fairview,  replied  as  follows  : 

I  tind  the  communication  narrows  itself  down  to  three  points: 

1.  We  do  not  die  out. 

8.  The  children  will  be  there. 

3.  We  adjourn. 

Now  the  requisites  to  make  a  Sunday  School  successful  are  : 

1.  Praver. 

2.  Work. 

8.  Ten  per  cent. 

Show'  by  your  work  that  you  meant  your  prayers.  If  the  days  are  too  short 
make  the  day  longer,  by  beginning  early. 

Singing — “Waters  from  the  smitten  Rock.” 

A  collection  was  now  lifted  to  pay  incidental  expenses. 

James  M’Carrell,  Esq.,  of  the  Market  Square  School,  Harrisburg,  discussed 
the  topic,  “The  Sabbath  School  and  our  Young  Men.” 

This  topic  is  one  of  very  ride  range.  That  the  Sunday  School  is  of  great  im- 
portance  will  not  be  disputed.  That  our  young  men  deserve  careful  considera¬ 
tion  is  the  opinion  of  our  Mothers  and  the  young  ladies  who  are  always  right.  In 
consideration  of  this  topic  the  following  thoughts  suggest  themselves: 

I.  What  does  the  Sunday  School  offer  which  our  young  men  need  ? 

1.  Instruction  in  God’s  word. 

2.  Counsel  and  sympathy  from  those  interested  in  their  welfare. 

3.  Prayers  of  the  Teacher. 

II.  Will  it  pay  the  Sunday  School  to  extend  this  instruc'.ion  and  sympathy  to 
every  young  man  ?  On  the  young  men  of  to-day  depends  the  future  of  our  coun¬ 
try  and  the  Church  of  Christ.  Gather  these  young  into  the  Sunday  School  and 
teach  them  to  be  “diligent  in  business, fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord.”  Teach 
them  that  the  “Fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  Wisdom,”  and  that  “those 
who  seek  will  not  lack  any  good  thing.”  The  work  for  young  men  is  one  of  the 
most  important  branches  in  the  school,  and  everybody  is  bound  to  be  interested 
iu  them.  The  school  is  not  only  responsible  for  her  interest,  but  the  Church  has 
its  share  of  responsibility,  for  from  the  ranks  of  the  young  men,  are  to  be  found 
the  Business  Men  of  the  future,  men  occupying  official  positions  in  the  nation 
and  the  church. 

III.  How  shall  the  Sunday  School  most  effectually  perform  its  portion  of  the 
work  ? 

a.  By  giving  them  their  best  teachers. 

b.  Get  their  thoughts  and  ideas  and  regard  them  as  matters  of  importance. 

c.  Induce  a  general  study  of  the  Bible. 

d.  Be  social  in  the  class  and  out  of  it. 

Thus  then  the  Sunday  School  offers  just  what  the  Young  Men  need,  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  get  the  business  men  to  give  the  Sunday  School  their  approval  and  be¬ 
come  interested  in  the  Sunday  school  work.  We  cannot,  afford  to  have  them  grow 
up  without  a  knowledge  of  God,  for  they  would  be  like  a  ship  upon  the  ocean 
without  an  anchor,  the  waves  and  the  winds  would  dash  it  against  the  rocks,  but 
let  their  thoughts  be  led  to  put  their  trust  in  God  and  then  when  on  the  troubled 
sea  of  life,  no  matter  what  dangers  surround  them,  the}'  will  be  safe,  for 
they  will  be  anchored  in  Christ  Jesus.  Remember  that  we  are  responsible  and  will 
be  called  upon  to  answer  how  we  did  our  duty  in  this  respect.  Napoleon,  after 
his  disastrous  campaign  in  Egypt,  had  stamped  on  the  medals  presented  to  his 
soldiers,  these  words:  “I  was  there.”  Let  us  pray  and  labor  to  perform  our  duty 
and  that  we  may  realize  the  importance  of  our  work,  so  that  when  called  upon 
to  answer  for  our  toils  on  earth,  we  can  say:  “I  was  there.” 

Singing — “He  hath  set  me  on  a  Rock.” 

NEXT  CONVENTION. 

The  place  for  holding  the  next  Convention  was'  discussed,  and  Mechanics- 
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burg,  Newvillc  and  Mt.  Holly  Springs  being  offered,  by  vote  of  the  Convention 
Mt.  Holly  Springs  was  accepted. 


delegates  to  tiie  state  convention. 


The  Convention  elected  the  following  persons  delegates  to  the  State  Conven¬ 
tion,  held  in  Altoona,  June  3,  4,  5  :  Kev.  H.  A.  Schlichter,  Mechanicsburg ;  C. 
J.  Reddig,  Shippensburg  ;  W.  D.  Means,  Middlespring ;  Rev.  S.  W.  Reigart, 
Mechanicsburg ;  Mrs.  S.  K.  Fishburn,  Carlisle ;  Miss  Ella  F.  Beetem,  Car¬ 
lisle. 

On  motion  of  J.  II.  Wolf,  the  Delegates  were  instructed  to  pledge  $25,00  to 
the  State  Convention,  and  in  our  effort  to  raise  that  amount  the  following  per¬ 
sons  contributed  : 


Alt.  II.  Addams,  Sit.  Rock,  amount  of  postage  clue  him  from  Convention.. 

Rev.  J .  W.  Tressler,  YV  est  Fairview .  . 

Edwin  James,  Nevvville  . . . 

Rev.  S.  W.  Reigart,  Mechanicsburg . 

J.  H.  Wolf,  Carlisle . 

Rev.  H.  A.  Schlichter,  Mechanicsburg  . 

D.  B.  Hoerner,  Boiling  Springs . .  . 

M.  M.  Foose,  Mechanicsburg . 

Rev.  S.  A.  Diehl,  Bloserville . 

1).  A.  Shields,  Newburg . 

Mrs.  S.  K.  Fishburn,  Carlisle  . • . 

George  Zimmerman,  Orphel  Dale . 

Henry  Ruth,  Green  Spring . . 

John  H.  Duey,  Carlisle  Springs . 

W.  D.  Means,  Middlespring . 

H.  R.  Musser,  New  (  umberland . 

Miss  Ella  F.  Beetem,  Carlisle  . 

The  Secretary . 


.$2.81 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

50 

50 

75 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

3.44 


Total . .  25.00 

After  singing  the  Doxology  and  pronouncing  of  the  Benediction  by  Rev.  E. 
Dutt,  Carlisle,  the  Convention  adjourned. 


THURSDAY  EVENING. 

Convention  opened  at  7:30  P.  M.,  with  Devotional  exercises  conducted  by 
Edwin  James,  Newville. 

The  first  topic  of  the  evening  :  “The  duty  of  the  Church  to  the  Sabbath 
School,”  was  discussed  by  Elder  W.  L.  Jones,  Mechanicsburg,  who  said  : 

It  is  wonderful  that  this  question.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  Church  toward 
the  Sabbath  School?  should  be  asked.  Should  it  have  been  asked  100  years  ago, 
it  would  have  been  in  place;  but  to  ask  it  now,  after  the  lapse  of  so  many  years, 
implies  that  the  Church  of  God  is  it)  the  rear  of  the  great  advance  of  civilization 
in  the  march  of  time.  But  until  these  duties  have  been  definitely  determined, 
the  prayer  will  still  ascend  from  the  Sabbath  School  to  the  church  for  aid.  The 
question  implies: 

I.  That  the  church  of  to-dav  withholds  hell),  comfort  and  support  which  prop¬ 
erly  belongs  to  the  school.  The  church  should  give  origin  or  birth  to  the  school. 
There  may  not  be  room  for  Teachers  but  there  are  plenty  of  room  for  learners. 
We  must  ignore  individual  church  notions  if  we  wish  to  be  successful  and  reach 
the  heart  of  the  individual.  The  duty  of  the  church  ever  to  the  school  is: 

II.  To  give  it  life;  to  give  it  food.  All  have  an  interest  in  their  personal  sal¬ 
vation  and  in  the  salvation  of  the  children  of  the  church,  but  how  little  do  they 
care  for  those  poor  unfortunates  on  the  streets.  Try  and  learn  to  love  the  un¬ 
converted — the  wicked  and  vicious,  and  if  you  learn  to  love  them  as  Christ  taught 
you  will  necessarily  bedrawn  to  the  Sabbath  School.  The  church  owes  aduty  to 
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the  uncon  verted  and  through  the  Sunday  School  they  must  he  reabhed.  Oh,  that 
the  church  would  come  to  the  front  and  meet  the  obligation  it  owes.  The  church 
ought  to  support  the  school.  The  pennies  brought  by  the  children  should  not 
enter  into  the  treasury  to  nay  the  expenses  of  the  school.  It  is  too  much  like  the 
man  who  gave  his  child  a  penny  to  go  to  bed  without  its  supper,  and  then  at 
night  when  tne  ch'ld  was  asleep  lie' took  it  again.  Have  your  Missionary  box 
for  the  children  that  they  may  help  to  send  the  Gospel  to  the  heaten.  The 
church  has  the  means  at  hand  and  should  exercise  it  and  it  will  be  a  blessing  to 
the  Lord. 

Singing — “Rescue  the  Perishing.” 

Rev.  Samuel  A.  Diehl,  Bloserville,  discussed  the  topic  :  “Shall  the  church 
make  provision  for  qualifying  Teachers  for  the  Work  ?” 

Assuming  that  the  church  and  the  Sunday  School  are  one;  the  Sunday  School 
the  nursery  of  the  church — it  would  be  presumptuous  in  the  extreme  for  a  neo¬ 
phyte  of  the  nursery  to  say  to  its  venerable  mother,  the  church,  thou  shalt  do 
thus  and  so,  and  it  might  excite  no  little  commotion  in  the  churches  of  “Teuton¬ 
ic”  or  even  “Scotch  Irish”  origin;  hence  I  would  prefer  the  word  should  instead 
of  shall  whicn  is  not  so  emphatic.  The  question  pre-supposes  two  things: 

1.  That  the  Bible  alone  (though  it  is  its  best  interpreter)  is  not  sufficient  for  the 
Teacher  to  make  all  the  ne'eded  preparation  for  the  work. 

2.  That  there  are  Teachers  and  Schools  who  do  not  have  the  means  to  procure 
any  additional  helps,  or  if  they  were  able,  should  not  be  expected  to  procure  them 
with  their  own  means. 

If  the  Bible  in  itself  were  sufficient  without  any  other  books,  journals,  periodi¬ 
cals,  maps,  &e.,  then  we  would  think  this  question  of  little  or  no  importance;  to 
suppose  any  one  to  be  a  teacher  without  a  Bible  or  without  the  means  or  ability 
to  secure  one  is  one  of  the  things  unthinkable.  The  Sunday  School  being  the 
nursery  or  feeder  of  the  church,  sustains  the  same  relation  to  the  church  that  the 
many  tributaries  do  to  the  Ohio  river,  and  as  it  is  tributary  to  the  Mississippi,  so 
is  the  church  militant  tributary  to  the  church  triumphant.  We  do  not  claim  that 
all  who  connect  with  the  church  are  taken  directly  from  the  Sunday  School, but  that 
a  large  proportion  are — prooably  two-thirds — is  not  too  large  an  estimate.  Be- 
lit  viug  this  estimate  to  be  substantially  correct,  we  cannot  close  our  eves  to  the 
fact  that  the  church  reaps  a  bountiful  harvest  from  the  Sunday  School.  This  being 
the  ca<e  we  at  once  see  that  it  is  for  the  churches  best  interest  to  provide  the  best 
helps  for  all  the  workers  in  the  Sunday  School,  so  that  they  maj^  become  more 
efficient  and  successful  in  leading  the  young  to  Christ  and  training  the  youth  for 
usefulness  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord.  The  work  of  the  Teacher  is  of  no  less 
importance  than  that  of  the  minister  of  the  Gospel.  Peter  with  the  other  disciples 
received  this  counsel :  “Be  ye  therefore  wise,  as  serpents  and  harmless  as  doves.” 
On  another  occasion  Peter  received  the  injunction,  “Feed  my  sheep,  feed  my 
lambs.”  Idie  Great  Teacher  knew  that  Peter  would  need  as  much  wisdom  and 
meekness  to  teach  the  Lambs  of  the  dock  as  the  older  members;  and  the  minister 
is  expected  to  instruct  the  old  and  young.  But  the  Sunday  School  Teachers  work 
is  confined  principally  to  the  young,  when  the  mind  is  in  its  plastic  and  forma¬ 
tive  state  and  a  slight  error  impressed  upon  the  youthful  mind  may  lead  it  on  into 
greater  error — lead  it  so  far  astray  that  the  soul  may  never  be  reclaimed  for 
Christ.  The  very  slightest  impressions  made  on  the  young  mind  in  the  Sunday 
School  class  is  the  beginning  of  a  train  of  influences  which  lead  the  soul  Heaven¬ 
ward  or  earthward.  The  moral  training  of  the  children  has,  to  a  great  extent, 
been  entrusted  to  the  Sunday  School  workers.  And  the  Teachers  in  the  Sunday 
School  are  expected  to  instruct  those  committed  to  their  care  in  the  truths  of  the 
Bible — lead  them  to  the  Lamb  of  God  which  taketh  awav  the  sin  of  the  world  and 
as  far  as  possible  train  them  to  become  useful  members  of  the  Sunday  School  and 
active  workers  in  the  church.  The  church  expects  it  to  be  a  gratuitous  service, 
and  as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends  it  is  willingly  rendered  as  such.  But  how 
often  the  teacher  wishes,  if  I  only  had  a  good  Bible  Dictionary,  a  complete  con¬ 
cordance  and  a  live  Sunday  School  paper,  with  a  comprehensive  exposition  of  the 
text,  practical  hints,  <fcc.,  so  that  I  might  go  before  my  class  better  prepared — 
make  the  lesson  more  interesting,  comprehensive,  practical  and  edifying.  The 
Teacher  not  having  the  necessary  means  to  reduce  the  wish  to  a  reality  and  the 
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Sunday  School  using  its  funds  for  benevolent  objects  and  minor  expenditures  for 
the  school,  as  we  believe  it  should,  it  very  plainly  becomes  the  duty  of  the  church 
to  provide  at  least  some  helps  which  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Teachers  to 
have  if  they  wish  to  prepare  the  lesson  with  any  degree  of  thoroughness  and  sat¬ 
isfaction.  We  cannot  understand  why  the  church  should  make  any  invidious 
distinctions  between  their  Teachers  and  Ministers.  They  both  work  in  the  same 
cause  and  for  the  same  grand  object— the  glory  of  God  and  the  sal  vation  of  souls. 
The  church  has  for  centuries  and  does  yet  make  provision  for  qualifying  the  min¬ 
istry.  It  buiids  Colleges  and  Seminaries  and  endows  professorships,  for  the  ben- 
eiit  of  all  who  desire  an  education  and  makes  special  provision  for  indigent  ycung 
men  who  desire  to  prepare  themselves  to  preach  the  Gospel.  These  young  men 
receive  sufficient  ai.l  to  cover  the  greater  part  of  the  expense  incurred  during  the 
course  and  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  church  is  generally  regarded  as  a  gift, 
and  when  it  is  not  so  regarded  the  person  receiving  assistance  is  supposed  to  re¬ 
pay  all  indebtedness  even  to  the  extent  of  otte  to  two  thousand  dollars  in  several 
years  service  in  the  church.  The  church  demands  that  its  ministry  be  educated. 
It  realizes  that  it  is  of  such  vast  importance  that  it  is  willing  to  provide  for  it, 
and  on  the  same  ground  it  should  secure  persons  possessed  of  the  best  talent,  rich 
or  poor,  for  Teachers,  and  provide  the  best  help  that  can  be  had  so  that  it  might 
have  an  efficient  set  of  workers  in  the  Sunday  School  department  and  thus  secure 
at  higher  standard  of  intelligence  among  Teachers  and  Scholars — a  purer  toned 
morality,  a  deep,  heartfelt  and  abiding  piety.  Then  the  church  might  expect  to 
receive  nine-tenths  of  its  membership  from  the  Sunday  School  Instead  of  two- 
thirds — and  members  too  possessed  of  more  intelligence  and  piety — more  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Master  who  went  about  doing  good.  Let  the  church  awake 
then  to  its  best  interest  and  not  let  it  be  said  in  our  day  “that  the  children  of  this 
world  are  wiser  in  their  generation  than  the  children  of  light.”  As  soon  as  the 
church  complies  with  the  demands  of  this  Topic  we  have  reason  to  believe  it  will 
be  more  successful  in  its  work.  The  members  who  provide  help  for  the  Teachers 
w  ill  take  more  interest  in  the  school — will  be  looking  for  improvement  in  the 
teaching  and  also  for  greater  results.  The  Teachers  will  be  much  encouraged  in 
their  work  and  will  feel  under  obligation  to  discharge  the  duties  resting  upon 
them  more  faithfully — they  will  be  able  to  exert  a  greater  influence  over  their 
scholars  morally  as  well  as  intellectually.  It  will  bind  church  and  school  closer 
together— it  will  bring  out  the  true  relation  existing  between  them.  Love  for 
each  other  and  for  the  same  cause  will  characterize  all  their  actions.  The  Teach¬ 
ers  and  Sunday  School  will  be  greatly  blessed  and  the  church  rewarded  ten-fold. 
God  speed  the  cause. 

Singing — “My  soul  be  on  thy  Guard.’’ 

The  Secretary  read  the  “Programme  of  the  First  Session  of  the  Cumberland 
Valley  Sabbath  School  Assembly,  to  be  held  at  Oakville  Camp  Ground,  be¬ 
ginning  Monday  evening,  June  3d  and  closing  Friday  evening,  July  4th,”  af¬ 
ter  which  H.  R.  Musser,  New  Cumberland,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Assembly,  addressed  the  Convention  in  reference  to  the  comiug 
Assembly,  explaining  the  plan  and  work  proposed  to  be  accomplished. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  offered  the  following,  which  on  motion,  was 
unanimously  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  buuday  School  work  in  these  later  years  is  acknowledged  to  be 
at)  important  part  of  the  church  work; 

And  whereas ,  It  has  to  do  principally  with  the  young  in  the  most  impressive 
period  of  their  lives,  therefore 

Resolved  1st,  That  we  hail  this  Convention  of  Sunday  School  workers  as  a  happy 
prophecy  of  the  future  of  this  work,  in  this  training  department  of  the  church  in 
Cumberland  county. 

Resolved  2nd,  That  we  pledge  our  individual  co-operation  to  advance  in  every 
wav  possible  the  spiritual  and  religious  interests  of  the  young. 

Resolved  3 d,  That  as  Sunday  School  advocates  we  will  prove  by  greater  faith¬ 
fulness  in  the  future  that  we  are  workers  and  not  mere  honorary  members  in  the 
Sunday  School  cause. 


25 


Resolved  4 th.  That  the  thanks  of  tins  Convention  are  due  and  are  hereby  ten¬ 
dered  to  the  Officers  and  Executive  Committee  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which 
they  have  performed  their  duty. 

Resolved  5th,  That  our  thanks  are  also  due  and  hereby  tendered  to  the  different 
speakers  for  their  able  and  instructive  addresses  which  have  aided  so  materially 
in  making  the  Convention  a  success. 

Resolved  6th,  That  we  tender  our  thanks  to  Prof.  J.  H.  Leslie,  Altoona,  con¬ 
ductor  of  our  music,  and  his  able  corps  of  singers  for  their  sweet  music  which 
has  thrilled  and  moved  our  hearts,  lifting  us  towards  God  and  Heaven  on  the 
wings  of  sacred  song. 

Resolved  7th,  That  we  extend  our  warmest  thanks  to  the  citizens  of  Mechanics- 
burg  for  their  warm , open-hearted  and  liberal  hospitality  in  entertaining  the 
members  of  the  Convention. 

Your  committee  cannot  close  without  thanking  the  pastor  and  official  members 
of  this  church  for  the  use  of  this  beautiful  edifice  in  which  to  hold  the  session  of 
our  Convention,  also  to  the  Railroad  Company  for  favors  received. 

Music — “There  is  a  land  of  pure  Delight.’’ 

Prof.  J.  A.  Lippincott,  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  delivered  the  closing  ad¬ 
dress,  subject,  “The  Teachers  Reward.” 

The  Secretary  knowing  that  the  speaker  had  a  sketch  of  his  address  did  not 
attempt  to  take  notes,  expecting  to  receive  a  full  copy.  The  following  note 
will  explain  its  absence  : 

Dickinson  College.  Carlisle,  Pa.,  June  9,  1879. 

My  Dear  Sir: — I  regret  that  I  find  myself  unable  to  comply  with  your  request. 
I  have  burdened  myself  with  a  good  deal  of  outside  work  in  the  form  of  sermons, 
addresses,  <fcc.,  and  the  near  approach  of  commencement  increases  my  regular 
work.  I  have  not  time  to  write  out  my  address  at  Mechanicsburg.  I  feel  the  re¬ 
gret  less  keenly  because  I  know  that  you  have  in  the  exercises  of  the  Convention 
plenty  of  good  material  without  mine.  Sincerely,  J.  A.  Lippincott. 

(Future  arrangements  will  be  made  whereby  a  full  copy  of  every  address  will 
be  published.) 

A  Consecration  Service,  conducted  by  Rev.  S.  W.  Reigart,  closed  the  exer¬ 
cises  of  the  Convention. 

Singing — “I  gave  my  life  for  Thee.” 

This  is  called  a  consecration  service,  and  to  some,  it  may  sound  like  something 
startling,  solemn  and  awful.  iret  there  are  a  score  in  this  audience  who,  in  their 
youth,  were  consecrated  to  the  Lord.  A  consecrating  is  a  setting  apart  or  dedi¬ 
cating  of  a  person  or  object.  The  Priests  of  the  Covenant  in  olden  times  were 
dedicate  !  to  their  work  in  the  Temple  and  so  are  we  as  Christians.  We  have  a  no¬ 
tice  in  the  Scriptures  where  a  whole  congregation  were  dedicated  to  the  Lord. 
Ex.  32,29.  For  what  purpose  are  we  to  consecrate  ourselves  to  the  Lord?  2nd 
Psalm,  9.  1  Cor.  10,  31.  What  should  be  the  language  of  every  Christian  heart? 
116  Psalm,  10.  What  should  we  consecrate  to  the  Lord  ?  Rom.  12,  1-2.  1st  Cor. 
6  19.  What  was  the  form  of  consecration  in  the  olden  times?  Ex.  29,  20 

Singing — “Oh  to  be  Nothing.” 

Some  of  the  motives  for  the  performance  of  this  duty.  2  Cor.  5,  14-15.  What 
example  have  we  in  the  New  Testament  of  an  entire  consecration.  1  Phil.-l,  19- 
21.  Shall  we  not  then  re-consecrate  ourselves  to  the  work,  and  why  shall  not  all 
the  unconverted  be  brought  into  the  School  and  be  converted? 

Singing — “I  am  thine,  O  Lord.” 

After  prayer  by  Prof.  Lippincott  and  the  pronouncing  of  the  Benediction  by 
Rev.  S.  W.  Reigart,  the  Seventh  Annual  Convention  closed  to  meet  at  Mt. 
Holly  Springs  in  1880,  at  the  call  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
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Addams,  Alf.  H.,  Mt.  Rock. 

Allernan,  Rev.  B.  F.,  Shippensburg. 
Bowman,  Isaac,  Shepherdstown. 

Beetem,  Miss  Ella,  Carlisle. 

Babb,  Rev.,  Mechanicsburg. 

Bloser,  Mrs.,  Plainfield. 

Baptist,  Ezekiel,  eol’d.,  Mechanicsburg 
Brenniman.  Levi,  Carlisle. 

Brestline,  Miss  Lyde,  Jacksonville. 
Bretz,  Wrri.,  West  Fairview. 

Bentz,  S.  C.,  Newville. 

Buttorff,  J.,  Mt.  Holly. 

Clark,  A.  M.,  Newburg. 

Cornman,  H.,  Hickory  town. 

Crider.  Jacob,  Oakville. 

Deihl,  Rev.  S.  A.,  Bloserville, 

Davis,  J.  M.,  Jacksonville. 

Dickson,  Rev.,  Newburg. 

Davidson,  Miss  Jennie,  Mt.  Rock. 

Duey,  J.  H.,  Sulphur  Springs. 

Early,  Miss  Lizzie,  Walnut  Bottom. 
Ewing,  J.  P.,  Walnut  Bottom. 

Eberly,  Mrs.  Samuel,  Mechanicsburg. 
Fishburn,  Mrs.  Sam’l. ,  Carlisle. 

Foose,  M.  M..  Mechanicsburg. 

Gettle,  Miss,  Shippensburg. 

Gephart,  Rev.,  Carlisle. 

Hefflefinger,  Mrs.  E.,  Green  Spring. 
Huber,  Rev.,  Shippensburg. 

Hanteh,  Miss  Anna,  Carlisle. 

Hoover,  D.  S.,  Newburg. 

Hartzell,  Denton,  New  burg. 

Hoover,  Miss  L.,  Mt.  Holly. 

Holtz,  E.,  West  Fairview. 

Hefflefinger,  Miss,  Newville. 

Irvin,  Rev.  A.  H.,  Carlisle. 

James,  Edwin,  Newville. 

Koontz,  Miss  Maggie,  Shippensburg. 
Koontz,  Mrs.  J.  G.,  Newburg. 

Klepper,  Miss  Maggie,  Shippensburg. 
Kintz,  Miss,  New  Kingston. 

Killian,  Miss,  Green  Spring. 

Leslie,  Prof.  J.  II.,  Altoona. 

Lantz,  H.  L.,  West  Fairview. 

Line,  A.  A.,  Carlisle, 

Lippineott,  Prof.  J.  A.,  Carlisle. 

Long,  Miss,  Centrcville. 

Lehman,  Miss  Ella,  Boiling  Springs. 
Lightner,  T.  E.,  Carlisle. 

Lightner,  Mrs.,  Carlisle. 

Total 


Longsdorf,  Mrs.,  Carlisle. 

Landis,  G.  W.,  Newville. 

Mateer,  Miss  Ellen,  Mechanicsburg. 
Means,  W.  D.,  Middlespring. 

Mateer,  Miss  M.,  “ 

M’Keehan,  Miss  Mary,  Mt.  Rock. 
M’Keehan,  John,  Oakville. 

Manning,  Mrs.,  Oakville. 

Martin,  Miss,  Middlesex. 

M’Wee,  F.,  New  Kingston. 

Null,  Abraham,  Centreville. 

Neisley,  C.  B.,  Mechanicsburg. 
Owens,  Mrs.,  Shippensburg. 

Paul,  W.  H.,  Mt.  Rock. 

Pefier,  W.  H.,  Mt.  Holly. 

Palm,  Mrs.  A.  T.,  Shippensburg. 

Paul,  Mrs.,  Mt.  Rock. 

Reddig,  C.  J.,  Shippensburg. 

Reddig,  W.  E.,  Shipoensburg. 

Reside,  Mrs.  D.,  Carlisle. 

Rutlop,  H.  A.,  Green  Spring. 

Smith,  Joseph,  col’d.,  Mechanicsburg. 
Sterrett,  Miss,  Carlisle. 

Sbeaffer,  J.  A.,  Silver  Spring. 

Spong,  Mrs.,  West  Fairview. 
Shambarger,  John,  Shippensburg. 
Stuart,  Miss  C.,  Jacksonville. 

Stump,  J.  W.,  Plainfield. 

Swope,  Rev.  D.,  Centreville. 

Shields,  D.  A.,  Newburg. 

Shearer,  John,  Mt.  Rock. 

Sanderson,  W m . ,  Newville. 

Shannon,  Mrs.,  Middlespriug. 

Swartz,  Rev.,  West  Fairview. 

Strong,  Miss,  Plainfield. 

Sarvery,  Miss,  Carlisle.  ^ 

Tressler,  Rev.  J.  W.,  West  Fairview. 
Weaver,  David,  Shepherdstown. 
Wilbar,  J.  P.,  West  Fairview. 

Wilbar,  Mrs.  E.,  “ 

Williamson,  F.  G.,  Dickinson. 

Wallace,  Rev.  W.,  Newville. 

Weary,  Miss,  Centreville. 

Wylie,  Rev.  S.  S.,  Middlespring. 
Webbert,  R.  R.,  Boiling  Springs. 
Wahler,  Samuel,  Hickerytown. 

Wise,  J.  I\,  Palmstown. 

Wagoner,  W.,  Bloserville. 

Young,  Rev.  Jesse,  Carlisle. 
Zimmerman,  Geo.,  Orphel  Dale. 

,  100. 
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To  the  Superintendents  of  Sabbath  Schools  of  Cumberland  County  : 

Whereas,  The  people  of  the  South  are  being  sorely  afflicted  with  that  ter¬ 
rible  scourge,  yellow  fever,  and  they  are  suffering  for  means  to  procure  nurses, 
medicine  and  the  necessaries  of  life ;  I,  therefore,  after  conferring  with  some  of 
the  brethren,  deem  it  a  duty  to  ask  contributions  from  the  Sabbath  Schools  of 
our  county  in  their  behalf,  and  would  name  the  22nd  of  September  as  the  day 
for  such  collection  to  be  taken  or  as  soon  after  as  possible.  May  we  not  thus 
bring  the  lesson,  Luke  10,  25-27,  we  have  studied  in  our  schools  the  past  Sab¬ 
bath  to  a  practical  test,  and  may  our  compassion  upon  our  distressed  brethren 
be  of  such  a  substantial  sort  as  wTas  the  good  Samaritans,  that  their  hearts  may 
be  gladdened  and  we  be  indeed  neighbors  to  those  who  are  in  need. 

Relying  as  I  do  on  the  large  army  of  Sabbath  School  workers  whose  hearts 
are  full  of  the  love  of  the  Master  and  who  will  not  shrink  from  duty,  but  give 
such  a  hearty  response  that  there  will  not  be  a  school  in  our  county  that  will 
not  do  something,  be  it  ever  so  small,  to  swell  the  amount. 

Contributions  may  be  sent  to  H.  D.  Musser,  West  Fairview,  the  Treasurer 
of  our  County  Association  ;  C.  J.  Reddig,  Shippensburg,  Secretary ;  Alf.  H. 
Addams,  Carlisle,  Statistical  Secretary,  who  will  forward  the  same  to  the  How¬ 
ard  Association  at  New  Orleans.  All  Superintendents  seeing  this  appeal  will 
consider  themselves  called  upon  to  do  their  part  in  the  wTork. 

Edwin  James, 

President  Cumb.  Co.  S.  S.  Association. 

Newville,  Pa.,  Sept.  9th,  1878. 


Note. — In  response  to  the  above  appeal,  the  Sunday  Schools  of  Cumberland  Co . 
contributed  three  hundred  dollars  ($300,)  for  the  relief  of  the  fever-stricken 
South,  which  amount  was  forwarded  to  Messrs.  Drexel  &  Co.,  Philadelphia, 
and  by  them  transmitted  South. 

Secretary. 
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Gospel  Hymns  Nos.  1  and  2  were  used  during  the  sessions  of  the  Convention. 

Prof.  J.  H.  Leslie,  Altoona,  was  Musical  Director,  to  whose  ability  the  Con¬ 
vention  was  greatly  indebted  for  the  sweet  music  so  generously  furnished. 

The  following  named  persons  composed  the  Local  Committee  in  Mechanics- 
burg,  to  whose  earnest,  self-denying  and  well-directed  labors  much  of  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  Convention  was  due:  J.  O.  Saxton,  Chairman;  W.  F.  Becker,  Chas, 
II.  Zinn,  Samuel  Landis,  Samuel  S.  Brenner,  Benjamin  Landis. 


Every  session  of  the  Convention  was  fully  attended — the  evening  meetings 
being  crowded  to  overflowing. 

The  Secretary  had  a  very  handsomely  executed  design  8x7  feet  in  size,  sus¬ 
pended  in  the  rear  of  the  pulpit  intended  to  illustrate  the  work  of  the  Sunday 
;  School  and  of  the  church.  The  school  doing  the  sowing  and  the  church  the 
reaping.  The  design  consisted  of  a  “sheaf”  in  the  upper  left-hand  corner  and  a 
“crown”  in  the  right.  The  work  of  the  school  and  church  was  arranged  in  the 
following  manner : 

S  ow.  C  o-operate. 

C  ultivate.  H  elp. 

H  ope.  U  nite. 

O  rder.  R  etain. 

O  bey.  C  herish. 

L  abor.  H  onor. 

“Feed  my  Lambs,”  was  the  motto  over-head  and  “Sowing  and  Reaping”  un¬ 
derneath,  with  an  open  Bible  and  a  dove  in  the  .centre.  It  was  very  much  ad¬ 
mired — bright  colors  and  neat  letters. 


Through  the  kindness  of  Col.  J.  F.  Boyd,  Supt.  C.  Y.  R.  R.,  the  Carlisle  Ac¬ 
commodation  train  waited  at  Mechanicsburg  until  the  close  of  the  Thursday 
evening  exercises,  and  ran  through  to  Shippensburg  for  the  accommodation  of 
delegates.  Col.  Boyd  has  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  Convention  for  this  and 
many  other  favors. 

We  take  this  public  manner  of  personally  thanking  the  good  Christian  peo¬ 
ple  of  Mechanicsburg  for  their  generous  hospitality  extended  to  us  while  in 
their  midst,  and  may  Heaven’s  choicest  blessings  rest  upon  them  and  their 
community. 

“The  stranger  did  not  lodge  in  the  street,  but  I  opened  my  door  to  the  trav¬ 
eler.”  Job.  XXXI,  32. 

“Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye 
have  done  it  unto  me.”  Math.  25,  40. 
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“Be  earnest.” 

“Be  watchful — be  prayerful.” 

“Speak  a  word  for  Jesus.” 

“Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us.”  1  Sara.,  17-12. 

“This  work  goeth  fast  on  and  prospered!.’’  Ezra.  Y,  8. 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  Sunday  Schools  in  the  county. 

“Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not 
depart  from  it.”  Prov.  XXII,  6. 

“Thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  Sabbath  School  Scholars  in 
the  county.” 

Seven  hundred  copies  of  the  proceedings  published  and  distributed  through 
the. county. 

“Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me  and  forbid  them  not,  for  of  such  is 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.”  Matt.  XIX.  14. 

This  year  (1879-80)  completes  the  Centenary  of  Sunday  School  work  from 
Robert  Raikes. 

In  1815  the  Reformed  Sunday  School,  Carlisle,  was  established — the  first 
and  oldest  Sunday  School  organization  in  the  county. 

No  true  work  since  the  world  began  was  ever  wasted  ;  no  true  life  since  the 
world  began  has  ever  failed. 

We  may  know  what  Christ  has  done  for  us  by  what  he  has  done  in  us. 

When  we  are  out  of  sympathy  with  the  young  then  I  think  our  work  in  this 
world  is  over.  That  is  a  sign  that  the  heart  has  begun  to  whither — and  that  is 
a  dreadful  kind  of  old  age. 

The  query  is  a  seasonable,  one  if  the  murmurs  of  Superintendents  are  in  or¬ 
der.  Why  is  it  that  when  Sunday  School  Teachers  become  entangled  in  mat¬ 
rimonial  meshes  they  cannot  get  extricated  long  enough  to  attend  to  their  clas¬ 
ses,  but  seem  to  loose  interest  in  Sunday  School  work?  It  is  a  fact. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  do  good  for  the  means  are  constantly  clustering  about 
lips  and  hands. 

• 

Why  cannot  each  school  in  the  county  contribute  annually  to  the  County 
Association  an  amount  equal  to  one  cent  for  each  Officer  and  Scholar  ?  It 
would  at  once  place  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury  and  obviate  the  necessity  of 
special  collections  at  the  Annual  Conventions.  Superintendents !  try  it  and  see 
what  can  be  done. 

“God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver.”  How  many  of  us  think,  in  giving,  about  the 
cheerful  part?  We  give,  we  give  bountifully,  but  how  many  of  us  cheerfully, 
freely,  gladly,  of  gifts,  time,  talents,  means  and  smiles — to  the  one  in  need  ? 
And  yet  did  Christ  when  he  gave  to  us,  yield  of  his  richness  bemoaningly  ? 
Some  faces  always  lengthen  when  their  hands  seek  their  pockets.  Beware ! 
God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver. 
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HISTORICAL  LIST  OF  COUNTY  CONVENTIONS. 

1.  Carlisle,  October  24,  25,  1873. 

2.  Shippensburg,  May  28,  29,  1874. 

3.  Mechanicsburg,  May  27,  28,  1875. 

4.  Newville,  May  26-28,  1876. 

5.  Carlisle,  May  23-25,  18*77. 

6.  Shippensburg,  May  30,  31,  1878. 

7.  Mechanicsburg,  May  21,  22,  1879. 

8.  Mt.  Holly  Springs,  (to  be  held,)  1880. 

The  statistics  of  our  county  are  very  significant.  At  the  First  Annual  Con¬ 
vention  there  were  reported  110  Sabbath  Schools  and  7,210  scholars,  1,374 
Teachers.  Total  membership  8,584.  To-day  we  number  145  schools  and  13, 
195  Scholars,  2,104  Teachers.  Total  membership  15,299.  But  let  it  be  borne 
in  mind  that  there  are  still  thousands  of  children  who  do  not  attend  Sunday 
School.  When  we  take  this  into  consideration  we  will  realize  the  imperative 
necessity  for  aggressive  Missionary  work  all  over  the  county. 

The  Public  Schools  for  the  year  ending  June  1,  1878,  had  10y530  scholars, 
which  is  2,665  less  in  number  than  we  had  in  the  Sabbath  Schools,  a  showing 
that  should  encourage  the  Christian  workers  of  the  county,  for  dark  indeed 
would  be  the  future  of  our  country  if  in  our  zeal  for  intellectual  growth  the  re¬ 
ligious  trainiug  of  our  children  should  be  neglected. 

We  call  the  attention  of  our  County  Sunday  School  workers  to  the  “First 
Annual  Session  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  Sabbath  School  Assembly,”  to  be 
held  at  Oakville  Camp  Ground,  commencing  Monday  evening,  June  30,  and 
closing  Friday  evening,  July  4th. 

The  programme  is  a  varied  and  practical  one,  arranged  regardless  of  ex¬ 
pense,  and  will  be  participated  in  by  the  best  Sunday  School  talent  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

We  hope  all  who  can  will  make  it  convenient  to  attend  this  Assembly  and 
give  Cumberland  county  as  large  a  representation  as  she  properly  should  have. 

God  demands  an  account  of  the  past,  and  that  we  must  render  hereafter  ;  he 
demands  an  improvement  of  the  present  and  this  we  must  attend  to  now. — Win. 
Jay. 

The  late  Horace  Mann,  in  delivering  an  address  at  the  opening  of  some  re¬ 
formatory  institution  for  boys,  made  the  remark  that  if  only  one  boy  were 
saved,  it  would  be  worth  all  the  cost  of  the  institution.  Being  taken  to  task 
by  some  “practical”  man  for  making  such  a  statement  as  that,  to  a  question  as 
to  whether  he  had  not  over-colored  the  matter  somewhat,  his  unanswerable  re¬ 
ply  was,  “ Not  if  it  was  my  boy.”  And  there  is  not  a  boy  saved  anywhere  who 
is  not  “my  boy”  to  some  one.  No  institution  that  ever  saved  a  boy  has  seemed 
too  costly  to  the  parents  as  that  boy. — National  Sunday  School  Teacher. 

Children  are  an  army  of  which  all  older  minds  are  generals  and  captains 

If  we  guide  them  wisely  they  will  march  to  Paradise. 

i 

Personal  appeal  is  under  the  grace  of  God,  powerful,  and  sure  to  win  the 
heart  of  the  unconverted  and  direct  the  penitent  sinner  to  the  Cross  of  Christ 
for  mercy  and  salvation. 
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The  Pennsylvania  State  Sunday  School  Association  was  organized  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  May  28,  1862.  The  15th  Annual  Convention  convened  at  Altoona, 
June,  3,  4,  5,  and  the  Cumberland  county  delegates  were  all  in  attendance  with 
the  exception  of  Rev.  S.  W.  Reigart,  Mechauicsburg.  Among  the  prominent 
Sunday  School  workers  present  were  the  Rev.  Richard  Newton,  D.  I) .  Phila., 
Rev.  John  Hall,  D.  D.,  New  York  City  ;  Rev.  P.  S.  Henson,  D.  D.,  Phila.  ;  J. 
Howard  Seal,  Sec’y.  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Phila. ;  Rev.  J.  A.  M’Cauley,  D.  D.,  Presi¬ 
dent  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle.  The  Officers  for  1879-80  are:  President, 
John  R.  Whitney,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa.  ;  1st  Vice  President,  Rev.  Richard  New¬ 
ton,  D.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Statistical  Secretary,  Eli  S.  Reinhold,  Mahanoy 
City,  Pa.  ;  Treasurer,  John  Wiest,  Freeburgh,  Pa.,  Chairman  State  Ex.  Com., 
L.  D.  Vail,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  State  Secretary,  Ed.  S.  Wagauer,  Mechanics- 
burg,  Pa. 

It  is  proposed  to  celebrate  next  year  the  Centenary  of  Sunday  Schools,  and 
to  that  end  the  programme  will  be  arranged  for  the  next  Annual  Convention. 

Rev.  W.  L.  Wrallace  preached  his  farewell  sermon  to  the  Newville  congre¬ 
gation  on  Sunday  evening,  May  25.  He  moves  to  Sewickly,  Pa. 

TESTIMONIAL  OF  RESPECT. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Presbyterian  Sunday  School  of  Newburg,  on 
May  25,  1879,  Alpheus  M.  Clark,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Koontz  and  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Hale 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  resolutions  expressive  of  their  sentiments 
in  reference  to  the  death  of  Miss  Mary  G.  Foglesonger,  whereupon  the  follow¬ 
ing  was  unanimously  adopted  . 

Whereas,  In  the  Providence  of  Almighty  God,  Miss  Mary  G.,  daughter  of  Da¬ 
vid  and  Catharine  Foglesonger,  has  been  removed  from  our  Sabbath  School  by 
death.  On  the  20th  inst.,  the  deceased  passed  from  this  scene  of  her  trial  and 
suffering  to  one  where  the  weary  are  at  rest.  She  was  amiable, gentle  and  affec¬ 
tionate  in  all  her  relations,  and  has  left  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  relatives  to 
mourn  her  loss.  She  was  a  devoted  Christian  and  loved  by  all  who  knew  her; 
therefore. 

Resolved ,  That  we  can  cheerfully  bear  testimony  to  the  many  good  qualities 
and  the  Christian  character  of  our  departed  friend  and  classmate,  who  has  been 
called  to  leave  us  in  the  springtime  of  life. 

Resolved .  That  much  a*  we  sympathize  with  the  bereaved  parents,  brother  and 
sister  of  our  departed  friend,  we  would  vet  remind  them  that  there  was  much  in 
the  life  and  death  of  her  whom  they  mourn  to  alleviate  the  sad  dispensation. 

Resolved ,  By  this  dispensation  of  Providence  we  are  all  forcibly  reminded  that 
life  is  uncertain,  ami  that  what  work  we  have  to  do  we  should  do  with  our  might, 
and  be  ever  ready  and  prepared  to  meet  our  God. 

Those  schools  which  have  not  contributed  towards  the  expense  of  publishing 
the  ’  minutes  are  requested  to  do  so  at  once  by  forwarding  any  amount  to  the 
Secretary,  who  will  credit  them  with  the  amount  sent.  Single  copies  of  the 
minutes  10  cents. 

DISTRICT  ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  county  is  divided  in  five  District  Associations  which  hold  semi-annual 
Conventions.  The  County  Secretary  wrote  to  each  District  Secretary  for  a 
synopsis  of  the  work  accomplished  in  his  District,  and  but  one  report  was  re¬ 
ceived,  which  is  published  under  this  line  of  work.  The  following  are  the 
names  of  the  Districts  and  Townships  composing  them  : 

Upjier  District — Hopewell,  Mifflin,  Southampton  and  Newton. 

Newville  District — Frankford,  Westpennsboro’,  Penn,  Dickinson,  with  bor¬ 
ough  of  Newville. 
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Carlisle  District — North  Middleton,  South  Middleton,  Cook,  with  borough 
of  Carlisle. 

Middle  District — Middlesex,  Silver  Spring  and  Monroe. 

Lower  District — Upper  Allen,  Hampden,  Lower  Allen  and  East  Pennsboro\ 

REPORTS. 

Newville  District — The  Third  Annual  Convention  was  held  at  Mt.  Rock, 
Nov.  7,  1878. 

The  Fourth  Semi-Annual  Convention  was  held  in  the  Lutheran  church  at 
Centreville,  Friday,  May  9,  1879. 

Middle  District — The  Third  Semi-Annual  Convention  was  held  at  Hogues, 
town,  February  7,  1879. 

The  Fourth  Semi-Annual  Convention  was  held  at  Carlisle  Springs  June 
13  and  14,  1879. 

W.  F.  Glatfelter,  Middlesex,  President. 

LOWER  DISTRICT  REPORT. 

C.  J.  Beddig ,  Esq.,  Sec'y.  Cumb.  Co.  S.  S.  Association — Dear  Sir:— There  were  2 
Conventions  of  the  Lower  District  S.  S.  Association  of  Cumberland  county,  held 
during  the  year  ending  April  1,1879.  The  first  at  West  Fairview  on  the  11th 
and  12th  of  May,  1878,  and  the  second  in  Lantz’s  woods,  near  Lisburn,  Sept.  7th 
and  8th,  1878.  The  interest  and  large  attendance  at  these  Conventions  spoke 
well  for  the  cause  in  the  Lower  End  of  the  county.  The  citizens,  generally,  at 
each  place,  gave  their  attendance,  support  and  a  generous  hospitality  at  their 
homes;  and  it  is  confidently  believed  that  much  good  was  accomplished  by  these 
meetings.  Although  the  attendance  by  the  citizens  was  large  at  each  place,  we 
must  say  that  the  schools  in  the  District  were  not  represented  by  their  Superin¬ 
tendents  or  Delegates  as  they  should  have  been.  If  we  have  any  cause  of  com¬ 
plaint  at  all  it  is  in  this  direction.  We  also  made  several  efforts  to  get  a  statisti¬ 
cal  report  of  the  schools  in  this  District  but  failed,  as  not  one-half  of'  the  blanks 
sent  out  by  the  Secretary  were  returned  properly  tilled.  It  has,  therefore,  been 
deemed  advisable  to  depend  more  particularly  upon  the  statistical  annual  report 
of  the  County  Association,  and  we  would  here  earnestly  suggest  that,  as  these 
reports  need  only  be  made  once  a  year,  that  every  school  in  the  comity  attend 
promptly  to  this  matter  and  then  this  want  in  each  District  will  be  supplied. — 
There  are  still  several  important  schools  in  this  District  that  are  not  represented 
in  the  county  report  of  1878  at  all,  statistical  or  otherwise,  and  we  will  forward 
their  names;  and  we  would  respectfully  suggest  that  this  be  done  by  each  Secre¬ 
tary  or  by  Superintendents,  if  aware  of  this  omission.  Tne  work  in  this  District, 
as  far  as  we  can  learn,  is  of  a  most  encouraging  character.  Failing  to  report  a 
school  at  a  District  Convention,  does  not  say  it  is  not  in  a  flourishing  condition 
only  it  would  be  very  gratifying  if  this  could  be  done  also,  and  help  the  cause 
still  further.  With  the  help  of  the  indispensable  lesson  papers,  generally,  faith¬ 
ful  Superintendents,  and  a  fair  attendance,  we  really  think  the  District  is  making 
very  good  progress. 

The  first  Convention  for  the  present  year  1879  was  held  at  Xew  Cumberland, 
May  3  and  4.  It  was  well  attended  and  interesting  in  its  character — the  pro¬ 
gramme  being  fully  carried  out  and  the  subjects  discussed  by  good  speakers.  It 
was  suggested  at  this  Convention,  that  in  order  to  have  more  novelty  and  inter¬ 
est  added  to  these  gatherings,  that  they  be  changed  to  Institutes  where  Sabbath 
School  teaching  will  be  practically  taught  and  illustrated.  The  next  Convention 
will  be  held  at  Mt.  Zion  church,  Hampden  township,  during  the  autumn  of  1879. 

Truly  yours,  Isaac  Bowman, 

Sec’y*  Lower  Dist.  S.  S.  Associotion  of  Cumb.  Co. 

It  is  earnestly  requested  that  the  Secretaries  of  the  District  Association  send 
the  County  Secretary  the  following  information  : 
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].  Number,  time  and  place  of  Convention. 

2.  Number  of  Schools  represented. 

3.  Interest  manifested, 

4.  Topics  discussed. 

5.  Work  accomplished. 

And  of  all  Sunday  School  workers  we  would  ask  that  they  send  any  infor¬ 
mation  in  reference  to  their  school  or  county  that  will  in  any  way  interest  the 
Sabbath  Schools  of  the  county. 

We  return  our  hearty  thanks  to  those  friends  who  have  furnished  us  with 
their  business  advertisements,  to  aid  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  printing 
of  these  minutes. 

We  commend  to  our  readers  the  merits  of  their  advertisements  and  would 
request  that  they  patronize  those  who  patronize  us. 

The  grand  essentials  to  human  happiness  are,  something  to  do,  something  to 
hope  for,  and  something  to  love. 

These  are  the  words  of  Annie  of  Austria  to  Cardinal  Richelieu :  “My  Lord 
Cardinal,  there  is  one  fact  which  you  seem  to  have  entirely  forgotten.  God  is 
a  sure  paymaster.  He  may  not  pay  at  the  end  of  the  week,  month  or  year, 
but  I  charge  you  remember,  that  he  pays  in  the  end.” 

“ Finally  my  brethren ,  rejoice  in  the  Lord. 

Pray  without  ceasing. 

And  the  Lard  make  you  to  increase  and  abound  in  Love. 

One  toward  another  and  toward  all  men;  and 

Now  unto  the  King  eternal ,  immortal  invisible  the  only  wise  God. 

Be  Honor  and  Glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.” 

Clarence  J.  Reddig, 

Shippensburg,  June  1st,  1879.  Secretary. 


Note. — The  absence  of  the  usual  Annual  Statistical  Report  is  no  fault  of 
mine.  Having  written  several  times  to  the  Statistical  Secretary  and  receiving 
no  response,  I  could  do  no  more  than  prepare  the  above  accompanying  Sum¬ 
mary  which  I  reported  at  the  State  Convention  at  Altoona,  June  3,  4,  5.  The 
county  workers  will  please  blame  the  proper  officer. 

C.  J.  Reddig,  Recording  Secretary. 
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